
ü¥ó±ðßÂÏûþ

ÎðàËîÂ ÎðàËîÂ õåËõþõþ Ã›¶±ûþ ÎúËø¸õþ ¿ðËßÂ Õ±÷õþ± äÂËù ÛËü¿å ¼  ü¿îÂÉ ßÂï± õùËîÂ ¿ßÂ,
ü±õþ± õåõþ Õæ¦Ú âéÂò±õþ âòâéÂ±ûþ õÉ™¦¸ ï±ßÂ±ûþ Îõ±çÂ±õþ Õ±Ëáý× Îð¿à Îû Õ±õþ ÛßÂéÂ± õåõþ
Õ±÷õþ± Ã›¶±ûþ Âó±õþ ßÂËõþ ¿ðËûþ¿å ¼

áîÂ ¿îÂò÷±Ëüõþ ÕËòßÂ ÕßvÂ±™LÃ Âó¿õþ|Ë÷õþ ôÂù Õ±÷±Ëðõþ üÑáêÂËòõþ Memorandum

û± Õ±÷õþ± 5th Pay Commission-Û æ÷± ¿ðù±÷ ¼  57 Âó±îÂ±õþ Ûý× Memorandum-Ûõþ
synopsis Ûý× ßÂÉ±òöÂ±Ëü Õ±÷õþ± Ã›¶ßÂ±ú ßÂõþ±õþ ÎäÂ©†± ßÂËõþ¿å ¼  Õ±ú± ßÂõþ¿å, Õ±÷±Ëðõþ Ûý×
¿÷¿ùîÂ Ã›¶ûþ±ü Õ±Âóò±Ëðõþ à±õþ±Âó ù±áËõ ò± ¼

Administrative Reforms Report ¿òËûþ Õ±÷õþ± û± ¿äÂ¿êÂÂóS ÷±òòÏûþ ÷ÅàÉ÷LaÏ, ÕïÇ÷LaÏ
Ý ÕïÇü¿äÂõ-ZËûþõþ ßÂ±Ëå æ÷± ¿ðËûþ¿åù±÷, îÂ± Õ±Âóò±Ëðõþ áîÂ ßÂÉ±òöÂ±Ëü Õ±÷õþ± æ±¿òËûþ¿å ¼
Ûõþ ÂóõþÝ ÕõúÉ Õ±÷õþ± õËü ï±¿ßÂ¿ò ¼  RTI Act-Û Õ±÷õþ± Âó¿}Â÷õ/ üõþßÂ±Ëõþõþ æòîÂïÉ
Õ±¿ñßÂ±¿õþËßÂõþ ßÂ±Ëå æ±òËîÂ ÎäÂËûþ¿å –  ¿ßÂöÂ±Ëõ ÛßÂ¿éÂ ¿õËúø¸ ü±¿öÇÂüËßÂ Premier Service

Õ±àÉ± ÎðÝûþ± ýù, PSC-õþ ü±Ëï ÎßÂ±ò Õ±Ëù±äÂò± ßÂõþ± ýËûþËå ¿ßÂ ò± ý×îÂÉ±¿ð ¼  ¿ßÂc ¿îÂ¿õþú
¿ðò Âó±õþ ýËûþ û±Ýûþ±õþ ÂóõþÝ Õ±÷õþ± ÎßÂ±ò ëÂ×Mõþ ÎÂóù±÷ ò± ¼  Õ±õþÝ ÛßÂ¿éÂ reminder

ÎðÝûþ± ýËûþËå ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ ÛàòÝ Õõ¿ñ Ûý× Ã›¶üË/ ÎßÂ±ò ëÂ×Mõþ Âó±Ýûþ± û±ûþ¿ò ¼  Ûå±hÂ±,
üÑáêÂËòõþ Registration-Ûõþ æòÉ ßÂ±áæÂóS æ÷± ÂóËhÂËå – àÅõ ¿úáÄ¿áõþ Õ±÷õþ±
Registered üÑáêÂò ýõ, Ûý× Õ±ú± ßÂõþ¿å ¼

Î¦¨ù-¿ù‚ÂëÄÂ ÎëÂ¿üáËòúò ¿òËûþ ûîÂ ÎõúÏ ßÂï±ý× õù± Îý±ßÄÂ ò± ÎßÂò, ßÂ÷ ÷Ëò ýËõ ¼
ü±õþ± õåõþ ñËõþ ò±éÂßÂÏûþöÂ±Ëõ ¿õ¿öÂi§ ÂóûÇ±Ëûþõþ ÷ËñÉ ¿ðËûþ Õ±æ Õ±÷õþ± ÕõËúËø¸ ÛËßÂõ±Ëõþ
ÎúËø¸õþ ¿ðËßÂ ÎÂóÌÒËå¿å –  Îûà±ò ÎïËßÂ õù± ÎûËîÂ Âó±Ëõþ Îû, ü¿îÂÉý× Ûõ±õþ ò±Ë÷õþ Âó±Ëú
òîÅÂò îÂßÄÂ÷± ù±á±Ëò±õþ ü÷ûþ Ã›¶±ûþ Õ±áîÂ ¼  îÂËõ, Îõú ¿ßÂåÅ ü÷ûþ ñËõþ ÕËòßÂ act, ÕËòßÂ
scene, ÕËòßÂ äÂ¿õþËSõþ Õ±ò±Ëá±ò±ûþ ò±éÂßÂ¿éÂ Ã›¶±ûþ áèÏ¿üûþ ò±éÂËßÂõþ Õ±ðù ¿òËûþ ÎôÂËù¿åù ¼
Õ±÷±Ëðõþ üÑáêÂËòõþ ¿õ¿öÂi§ üðüÉËðõþ Ã›¶ËäÂ©†±, ÛîÂ&Ëù± Õ±ý×Ëòõþ ÛîÂ&Ëù± •Ëùõþ òõ¿ò÷Ç±í
õËhÂ± ßÂ÷ ßÂï± òûþ ¼  ð±¿ûþQÃ›¶±l ûÒ±õþ± ¿åËùò, îÒÂ±Ëðõþ õ±ð-ý× ¿ðù±÷• Õ™LÃõþ±Ëù ÎïËßÂ ûÒ±õþ±
ü÷™¦¸ ¿òîÂÉÍò¿÷¿MßÂ ßÂ±Ëæõþ ôÒÂ±ËßÂ Ûý× òîÅÂò õþ+ÂóËõþà± ¿ðËùò, îÒÂ±Ëðõþ ßÂ±Ëå üÑáêÂËòõþ ü÷™¦¸
üðüÉËðõþý× ßÔÂîÂ: ï±ßÂ±õþ ßÂï± ¼

2008 ü±ù Ã›¶±ûþ ÎúËø¸õþ ¿ðËßÂ ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ Îû Õ±ú‚Â± Õ±÷õþ± Õ±÷±Ëðõþ ðlËõþõþ
E-governance ¿òËûþ Ã›¶ï÷ ÎïËßÂ ßÂËõþ¿åù±÷, îÂ±-ý× Îõ±ñýûþ ü¿îÂÉ ýËîÂ äÂËùËå ¼  ÛàòÝ
Õõ¿ñ ÎßÂ±ò P.C. ÎîÂ± ðÓËõþ ï±ßÄÂ, Îû&¿ù Õõ¿ú©†, Îü&¿ùõþ Õõ¦š±ý× Õ±Ëõþ± à±õþ±Âó ýËûþËå ¼

LAN Îòý×, P.C. à±õþ±Âó, ÎßÂ±ò maintenance Îòý× ¼  Ûõþý× ÷ËñÉ ýêÂ±È ßÂËõþ ÛßÂ¿ðò Îú±ò±
Îáù, E-way bill, E-declaration form ÎðÝûþ± ýËõ Âóûþù± ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ ÎïËßÂ ¼  Ã›¶á¿îÂ
üõü÷ûþý× ¦¤±áîÂ ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ Âó¿õþßÂ±êÂ±Ë÷± üÅ¿ò¿}ÂîÂ ò± ßÂËõþ ÛËá±Ëò± õÅ¿XÂ÷±Ëòõþ ßÂ±æ òûþ –
Õ±õþ Îüý× ßÂ±õþËíý× Âóûþù± ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ ÛËü äÂËù û±Ýûþ± üËMWÝ õþ+Âó±ûþí üyÂõ ýûþ¿ò ¼  û±
üõËäÂËûþ ýîÂ±úæòßÂ, îÂ± Ûý× Îû, ðlËõþõþ Ã›¶±ûþ òõTý× úîÂ±Ñú ßÂ÷ÏÇ Ûý× òîÅÂò Âó¿õþßÂŠò± Ý
ßÂ÷ÇÃ›¶í±ùÏ ü¥¤ËgÂ Ýûþ±¿ßÂõý±ù òò ¼  Õ±÷õþ± æ±¿ò ò±, ÕïäÂ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ Ã›¶¿îÂ¿òûþîÂ ûÒ±Ëðõþ üË/
ßÂ±æ ßÂõþËîÂ ýûþ, Îüý×üõ ¿ëÂù±õþõþ± Õ±÷±Ëðõþý× ßÂ±Ëå modus operandi æ±òËîÂ Õ±üËåò ̄
Û ¿ßÂ ûËï©† Õü¥œ±òßÂõþ Âó¿õþ¿¦š¿îÂ òûþ ·

ÛõþÂóõþ Õ±üõ ðôÂ±ûþ ðôÂ±ûþ Ã›¶ßÂ±ú ýÝûþ± ü±ßÇÅÂù±õþ&¿ùõþ ßÂï±ûþ ¼  ÛËßÂ ÎîÂ± ü±õþ±¿ðò
òîÅÂò òîÅÂò ßÂ±Ëæõþ öÂ±Ëõþ üõ±õþý× ò±¿öÂÐ•«±ü ëÂ×êÂËîÂ äÂËùËå, îÂ±õþý× ÷±ËçÂ ýêÂ±È ýêÂ±È ÛßÂ ÛßÂéÂ±
ü±ßÇÅÂù±õþ ÎõËõþ±ËîÂ ï±ËßÂ – ‘Ûý× ßÂõþËîÂ ýËõ, Ýý× ßÂõþËîÂ ýËõ’ U‚Â±õþ ÎåËhÂ, û± õþM•äÂ±Âó
õ±hÂ±Ëò±õþ ÂóË•Â ûËï©† ¼  Õ±ý×Ëòõþ ßÂ±êÂ±Ë÷± ÎîÂ± Õ±Ëåý×, îÂ±õþ ÝÂóõþ Õ±õ±õþ Ûý× ü±ßÅÇÂù±õþ-õþ±æ
Ã›¶±ûþ Õ±Ë©†ÂóÔË‡Â ÎõÒËñ ÎôÂËùËå üõ±ý×ËßÂ ¼  üõ±ý× Õ±÷õþ± ßÂ÷Ç÷ò¦¨ ýõ, Îü ÎîÂ± Îõú ßÂï±,
Ã¿ßÂc Õ±÷±Ëðõþ òÓÉòîÂ÷ infrastructural facility-õþ õÉÃ±Âó±Ëõþ ßÂMÔÇÂóË•Âõþ S•÷õXÂÇ÷±ò ëÂ×ð±üÏòîÂ±
à±õþ±Âó ÎïËßÂ ÕüýòÏûþ ù±áËîÂ ï±ËßÂ ¼

ÛéÂ± Âó¿õþ©¨±õþ Îû, ÛàòÝ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ ÕËòßÂ õþ±™¦¸± ýÒ±éÂ± õ±¿ßÂ, ÕËòßÂ ¦¤›Ÿ üôÂù ýÝûþ±
õ±¿ßÂ ¼  û± Û õåËõþõþ Ã›¶ïË÷ õËù¿åù±÷, ÎßÂ±ò ¿ßÂåÅý× ‘÷Å¿¦¨ù’ õ± ‘ßÂ¿êÂò’ õËù Âó±Ëú ü¿õþËûþ
õþ±à± û±Ëõ ò±, ÎüéÂ± Õ±õþ ÛßÂõ±õþ ÷Ëò ßÂËõþ ¿ò¿Bå ¼  üÑáêÂËòõþ Õ±÷õþ± üõ±ý× û¿ð ÛßÂü±Ëï
ßÂ±æ ßÂ¿õþ, îÂËõ Õ±ËõþßÂõ±õþ õ¿ù, impossible is nothing ¯

Õ±á±÷Ï òîÅÂò õåËõþ ü÷™¦¸ üðüÉõgÅÂËðõþ Ã›¶¿îÂ õþý×ù Õ±™LÃ¿õþßÂ qËöÂBå± ¼

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 11111 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 200822222
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No. 9016-F Kolkata, the 1st December, 2008

MEMORANDUMMEMORANDUMMEMORANDUMMEMORANDUMMEMORANDUM

The question of  sanctioning a few additional posts in scale No. 19

under the WBS (ROPA) Rules, 1998 in respect of  various State Services,
has been under consideration of the Government for sometime past.

After careful consideration of  the matter the Governor has been
pleased to sanction additional post(s) in scale No. 19 under the WBS
(ROPA) Rules, 1998 with effect from 01-12-2008 in favour of  the State
Services shown in the table below and the number of such additional post
(s) as shown against each on the same terms and conditions as laid down
in Finance Department Memo No. 6075-F, dated 21-06-90 read with F.D.
Memo No. 3015-F, dated 13-03-2001 subject to the condition that equal
number of  post(s) in scale No. 16 of  the respective State Service shall
stand reduced with effect from the same date.

Sl. Name of the State Service Existing Cadre

Number of

No. Strength

Addl. Posts
In scale No. 19
allowed w.e.f.
01-12-08

01. West Bengal Commercial Tax Service 1150 9

02. West Bengal Agriculture 56 1

Income-Tax Service.

03. West Bengal Co-operative Service 197 2

04. West Bengal Labour Service 197 2

05. West Bengal Employment Service 244 2

06. West Bengal Excise Service 250 2

07. West Bengal Food & Supplies Service 280 2

08. West Bengal Audit & Accounts Service 1094 8

09. West Bengal Registration & Stamp 278 2

Revenue Service

10. West Bengal Secretariat Service 393 4

Sd/- SSd/- SSd/- SSd/- SSd/- S. K. Cha. K. Cha. K. Cha. K. Cha. K. Chattopadhyttopadhyttopadhyttopadhyttopadhyaaaaayyyyy
Special Secretary to the Government of West Bengal

Finance Department

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 33333 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 200844444



No. 9016/1(15)-F Kolkata, the 1st December, 2008

Copy forwarded for information & necessary action to :–

01. The Principal Accountant General (A&E), West Bengal

Treasury Buildings, Kolkata – 1.

02. The Director of  Treasuries & Accounts, West Bengal.

New India Assurance Buildings, 4, Lyons Range, Kolkata – 1.

03. The Pay & Accounts Officer, Kolkata Pay & Accounts Office-I,

81/2/2, Phears Lane, Kolkata – 12.

04. The Pay & Accounts Officer, Kolkata Pay & Accounts Office-II.

Johar Buildings. P-1, Hyde Lane, Kolkata – 73.

05. The Accounts Officer, West Bengal Secretariat

Writers' Buildings, Kolkata – 1.

06. The Accounts Officer, West Bengal Secretariat

Bikash Bhawan, Salt Lake, Kolkata – 91.

07. The Finance Department, Establishment cell

Government of  West Bengal.

08. The Finance (Revenue) Department, Government of  West Bengal.

09. The Co-operation Department, Government of  West Bengal.

10. The Labour Department, Government of  West Bengal.

11. The Excise Department, Government of  West Bengal.

12. The Food & Supplies Department, Government of  West Bengal.

11A, Mirza Galib Street, Kolkata – 87.

13. The P. & A. R. Department, Government of  West Bengal.

14. The General Secretary, West Bengal Secretariat Service Association.

15. The President, Convention of State Service Association, West Bengal.

He is requested to kindly arrange circulation of  this Memorandum to

each of the eight State Services (Sl. No. 1 to 8) organisation at the earliest.

[  2  ]

Deputy Secretary to the

Government of West Bengal

Finane Department

Sd/- Illegible

To 8.12.08

The Principal Secretary

Finance & Revenue Department

Government of  West Bengal

Writer’s Buildings, Kolkata - 700 001

Kind Attention : Sri DipankKind Attention : Sri DipankKind Attention : Sri DipankKind Attention : Sri DipankKind Attention : Sri Dipankar Mukhopadhyar Mukhopadhyar Mukhopadhyar Mukhopadhyar Mukhopadhyaaaaayyyyy, I.A.S, I.A.S, I.A.S, I.A.S, I.A.S.....

Sir,

Sub : inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21

At the outset we would like to express our sincere gratitude for the recent

sanctioning of  nine (09) additional posts in scale no 19 to the WBCTS vide G.O. no

9016-F, dated 01.12.08. However, apropos to our earlier correspondences

regarding the inadequacy of  the number of  posts in scale no 19 and scale no 21

for managing a cadre as big as 1150 in WBCTS, we would also like to register our

heartfelt resentment as the order not only falls well short of  the administrative

requirement, but also fails to address the vital issue of  inter-services disparity in

any way.

In the first place, the G.O. only mentions about the sanctioning of  nine (09)

additional posts in scale no. 19, without making any announcement with regards

to scale no 21. If  better governance is the primary reason for the increase in the

number of  posts in scale no 19, we fail to understand the silence of the Government

in the matter of  scale no 21, despite having similar reasons. It is indeed a matter of

concern to realize that the government fails to appreciate the fact that the

Directorate of  Commercial Tax has expanded from a Rs.3000 crore (in 1996-97)

revenue generating body to a Rs. 9000 crore revenue generating one (in 2007-

08), without any matching increase in the strength of  the senior-most post. By all

counts therefore, the number of  posts in scale no 21 should have at least increased

to nine (09). This would also have gone a long way to alleviate the grievances as

regards to the disparity that WBCTS faces vis-a-vis the WBCS (Exe) in scale no

21, about which we have already elaborated in our earlier correspondences.

Moreover, even with regards to the sanctioning of additional number of  posts

in scale no 19, the number falls far short of  the desired quantum. The enhanced

strength of  45 (Forty-five) scale no 19 holders in WBCTS would certainly go on to

add some strength to the fast diversifying structure of  revenue administration. But

at the sametime it needs to be appreciated that under the present VAT regime, an

entire gamut of  specialized revenue managing and monitoring cells have become

operative, that requires the positive contribution of  senior, and experienced

personnel. With the upcoming GST this requirement would increase manifold. Under

these changing circumstances our suggestion of increasing the strength of scale

no 19 in WBCTS to 89 would go a long way to augment revenue collection apart

from alleviating the inter-services disparity.

Thanking You

Yours truly Mousumi Chattaraj Choudhury
Secretary, CTDOA

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 55555 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 200866666



To 8.12.08
The Principal Secretary
Finance & Revenue Department
Government of  West Bengal
Writer’s Buildings, Kolkata - 700 001

Kind Attention : Sri CKind Attention : Sri CKind Attention : Sri CKind Attention : Sri CKind Attention : Sri C. M. Bac. M. Bac. M. Bac. M. Bac. M. Bachhahhahhahhahhawwwwwaaaaat, I.A.St, I.A.St, I.A.St, I.A.St, I.A.S.....

Sir,

Sub : Inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : Inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : Inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : Inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21Sub : Inadequate sanction of posts in scale no 19 and 21

At the outset we would like to express our sincere gratitude for the recent

sanctioning of  nine (09) additional posts in scale no 19 to the WBCTS vide G.O. no

9016-F, dated 01.12.08. However, apropos to our earlier correspondences

regarding the inadequacy of  the number of  posts in scale no 19 and scale no 21

for managing a cadre as big as 1150 in WBCTS, we would also like to register our

heartfelt resentment as the order not only falls well short of  the administrative

requirement, but also fails to address the vital issue of  inter-services disparity in

any way.

In the first place, the G.O. only mentions about the sanctioning of  nine (09)

additional posts in scale no. 19, without making any announcement with regards

to scale no 21. If  better governance is the primary reason for the increase in the

number of posts in scale no 19, we fail to understand the silence of the Government

in the matter of  scale no 21, despite having similar reasons. It is indeed a matter of

concern to realize that the government fails to appreciate the fact that the

Directorate of  Commercial Tax has expanded from a Rs.3000 crore (in 1996-97)

revenue generating body to a Rs. 9000 crore revenue generating one (in 2007-

08), without any matching increase in the strength of  the senior-most post. By all

counts therefore, the number of  posts in scale no 21 should have at least increased

to nine (09). This would also have gone a long way to alleviate the grievances as

regards to the disparity that WBCTS faces vis-a-vis the WBCS (Exe) in scale no

21, about which we have already elaborated in our earlier correspondences.

Moreover, even with regards to the sanctioning of additional number of posts

in scale no 19, the number falls far short of  the desired quantum. The enhanced

strength of  45 (Forty-five) scale no 19 holders in WBCTS would certainly go on to

add some strength to the fast diversifying structure of  revenue administration. But

at the sametime it needs to be appreciated that under the present VAT regime, an

entire gamut of  specialized revenue managing and monitoring cells have become

operative, that requires the positive contribution of  senior, and experienced

personnel. With the upcoming GST this requirement would increase manifold. Under

these changing circumstances our suggestion of increasing the strength of scale

no 19 in WBCTS to 89 would go a long way to augment revenue collection apart

from alleviating the inter-services disparity.

Thanking You

Yours truly
Mousumi Chattaraj Choudhury

Secretary, CTDOA

Combating Racketeering : A Potential Threat in the VAT regime

The essential mandate for e-Governance is to offer good governance
through citizen-centric measures, where Government would increasingly
adopt the role of  facilitator. However, for revenue authority, such an
incarnation needs to be supplemented by strong anti-evasion mechanism,
so that perpetrators of economic offences are not given free hand to exploit
the systemic lacunae, if  any.

Generic caGeneric caGeneric caGeneric caGeneric catetetetetegggggorizaorizaorizaorizaorization oftion oftion oftion oftion of  e e e e evvvvvasionasionasionasionasion

The first kind is where the evader acts in total defiance of the system,
brazenly takes up methods to flout rule of  law and operate in clandestine
manner. The stake, in these circumstances, is relatively high against the
perpetrators. If  caught by the authority, there is no escapade. They cannot
take recourse to legal forum.

Thus, the second option, where the evasion is committed by exploiting
the systemic lapses, gains preponderance. The offender further takes
liberty of  slack monitoring of  authority, principally due to inadequate
infrastructural and legal support and rigmaroles of  litigation. Racketeering
falls in this category.

WhaWhaWhaWhaWhat is rt is rt is rt is rt is racacacacackkkkketeeringeteeringeteeringeteeringeteering

It is an exercise of  prprprprproooooviding staviding staviding staviding staviding statutory ftutory ftutory ftutory ftutory forms orms orms orms orms either to facilitate
transport of  taxable goods (waybill) or for claiming concessional rates of
taxes on transactions (declaration forms). This document is never utilized
for the dealers’ own trading, but is dealt in by other dealers whose identity
would always remain unknown. It is seen that waybill racketeering, these
days, have become very rampant.

Who arWho arWho arWho arWho are the Re the Re the Re the Re the Racacacacackkkkketeereteereteereteereteersssss

They are merely registered dealers who do not have any tangible
business of  their own or have business unrelated to or not compatible to
the nature of  import done on the strength of  waybills provided by them.
They simply deal in waybill, as they provide this all-important document to
facilitate movement of taxable goods into our state.

TTTTTerererererritory ofritory ofritory ofritory ofritory of  Oper Oper Oper Oper Operaaaaationtiontiontiontion

Quite expectedly, the important grazing ground for the racketeers is
the checkposts, like Duburdih, Chichira and Docks through which maximum

import in the state is made.

Raktim DuttaRaktim DuttaRaktim DuttaRaktim DuttaRaktim Dutta
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Quantum ofQuantum ofQuantum ofQuantum ofQuantum of  e e e e evvvvvasionasionasionasionasion

Very conservative estimates indicate that direct evasion would go up

to an annual figure of  Rs. 125 – 150 crores1. The figure is having a steady
upward trend. But more importantly, in an insidious way, the practice is
adversely affecting the morale of marginal but genuine dealers.

GenesisGenesisGenesisGenesisGenesis

We know that West Bengal is predominantly an importing state. Here
exists a strong market with a sustained demand of  various taxable items,
while elsewhere lie the supply. The natural economic force would, in any
way, drive goods into the state. The crux of  the issue is to transport the
goods in the state conforming the rule of  the game. Any taxable goods
entering the state need waybill to accompany. But at the same time, so
many of the importers would not have waybill to bring in the goods. Either
they might not be registered on one hand, or more importantly, they would
prefer not to import goods under their own account! Rather they would
look for facilitators to provide them the all-important document to ensure
seamless movement of  goods. This particular necessity had helped
generate a type of  operator, who essentially is a syndicate of  transports
and racketeers – a unique byproduct of the system - out to defeat skillfully
the entire monitoring mechanism. Through this exercise, consignments of
taxable goods, which otherwise are without valid documents, derives
legality and very comfortably circumvent the multiple tiers of  anti-evasion
wing of  the authority. The authority, it appears, knows that the racketeers
operate, they thrive and what appears not known to them is how to contain
the racketeers. So much so that these days, the racketeers are no longer
challenged. Even the legal footholds, perhaps, are not strong enough to
clinch battles in the Courts of  Law.

Modus operandiModus operandiModus operandiModus operandiModus operandi

As portrayed in the preceding portion, racketeers simply provide
waybills for safe passage of  taxable goods into the state. The title of  those
goods and final destination are with the dealers who had actually paid for
the goods. The pertaining invoices with which the vehicle had set off  would
accompany the goods till it reached the Bengal border. Here, depending
on the number of  consignees, the transporter would have to produce
waybills per consignee to transport the consignments into the state. But in
case he does not have the requisite waybills for each such consignee, the
only viable way, where the stake would not be that high, is to procure a
waybill from any such racketeer and prepare a fake invoice favouring the
issuer of waybill as purported consignee and enlist the entire consignments

1 Considering the worth of  import through the related checkposts, proportion of

likely incidence of such practice, extent of  under-invoicing on an average, weighted-
average of  tax-rate reckoned.

of  the taxable goods in that invoice. The checkpost authority would

preferably look for the all-important document, waybill for endorsement.

There would not be a piece of  item not covered under the said concocted

transaction and the waybill !

Only a detailed physical checking of  all such vehicles is going to

unravel the tricks involved. Admittedly, this is not a feasible alternative,

considering the vehicular pressure in checkposts like Duburdih. These

forged invoices are made in such a cryptic manner that any subsequent

attempt to cross-examine the invoices without the related goods, is likely

to be an exercise in futility.

MorMorMorMorMore intere intere intere intere interestingestingestingestingestinglylylylyly, the r, the r, the r, the r, the racacacacackkkkketeereteereteereteereteersssss, it is obser, it is obser, it is obser, it is obser, it is observvvvved, ared, ared, ared, ared, are ve ve ve ve veryeryeryeryery

parparparparparticular aticular aticular aticular aticular about fbout fbout fbout fbout filing the quariling the quariling the quariling the quariling the quarterterterterterly rly rly rly rly returnseturnseturnseturnseturns, and also pa, and also pa, and also pa, and also pa, and also pay the duey the duey the duey the duey the due

taxtaxtaxtaxtaxes (in terms ofes (in terms ofes (in terms ofes (in terms ofes (in terms of  their own estima their own estima their own estima their own estima their own estimate). te). te). te). te). They also furnish statement of

the business accounts whenever asked for and thus in essence, they

generally abide by the provisions of taxation statute to the extent possible

so that authority does not generally frown upon them.

Case Study Case Study Case Study Case Study Case Study I

A trA trA trA trA trucucucucuck load ofk load ofk load ofk load ofk load of  mix mix mix mix mixed taxaed taxaed taxaed taxaed taxabbbbble consignments wle consignments wle consignments wle consignments wle consignments wererererere Intere Intere Intere Intere Intercececececepted bpted bpted bpted bpted by they they they they the

anti-eanti-eanti-eanti-eanti-evvvvvasion wingasion wingasion wingasion wingasion wing, white It w, white It w, white It w, white It w, white It was entering in Kas entering in Kas entering in Kas entering in Kas entering in Kolkolkolkolkolkaaaaata. Tta. Tta. Tta. Tta. The ghe ghe ghe ghe goods haoods haoods haoods haoods havvvvve beene beene beene beene been

brbrbrbrbrought frought frought frought frought from Delhi bom Delhi bom Delhi bom Delhi bom Delhi by try try try try transporansporansporansporansporter Tter Tter Tter Tter T. T. T. T. T. The taxahe taxahe taxahe taxahe taxabbbbble gle gle gle gle goods woods woods woods woods wererererereeeee

accompanied with endoraccompanied with endoraccompanied with endoraccompanied with endoraccompanied with endorsed wsed wsed wsed wsed waaaaaybill, issued bybill, issued bybill, issued bybill, issued bybill, issued by consignee ofy consignee ofy consignee ofy consignee ofy consignee of  K K K K Kolkolkolkolkolkaaaaata E,ta E,ta E,ta E,ta E,

while the items arwhile the items arwhile the items arwhile the items arwhile the items are sold be sold be sold be sold be sold by consignor ofy consignor ofy consignor ofy consignor ofy consignor of  Delhi C Delhi C Delhi C Delhi C Delhi C. T. T. T. T. The inhe inhe inhe inhe invvvvvoice containsoice containsoice containsoice containsoice contains

eeeeevvvvvery piece ofery piece ofery piece ofery piece ofery piece of  the items being tr the items being tr the items being tr the items being tr the items being transporansporansporansporansported. Tted. Tted. Tted. Tted. Therherherherhere is ae is ae is ae is ae is apparpparpparpparpparently no fently no fently no fently no fently no flalalalalawwwww

in the entirin the entirin the entirin the entirin the entire pre pre pre pre process !ocess !ocess !ocess !ocess !

But inBut inBut inBut inBut invvvvvestigestigestigestigestigaaaaations thrtions thrtions thrtions thrtions threeeeew up hosts ofw up hosts ofw up hosts ofw up hosts ofw up hosts of  stunning f stunning f stunning f stunning f stunning findings thaindings thaindings thaindings thaindings that wt wt wt wt would caould caould caould caould catctctctctchhhhh

one literone literone literone literone literally astounded. Fally astounded. Fally astounded. Fally astounded. Fally astounded. Fiririririrst, inquiry with the Delhi Sales Tst, inquiry with the Delhi Sales Tst, inquiry with the Delhi Sales Tst, inquiry with the Delhi Sales Tst, inquiry with the Delhi Sales Tax authoritiesax authoritiesax authoritiesax authoritiesax authorities

rrrrreeeeevvvvvealed thaealed thaealed thaealed thaealed that thert thert thert thert there we we we we was no sembas no sembas no sembas no sembas no semblance oflance oflance oflance oflance of  the sta the sta the sta the sta the stated consignor C in itsted consignor C in itsted consignor C in itsted consignor C in itsted consignor C in its

decdecdecdecdeclarlarlarlarlared place ofed place ofed place ofed place ofed place of  b b b b businessusinessusinessusinessusiness. Nest, f. Nest, f. Nest, f. Nest, f. Nest, following a painstakollowing a painstakollowing a painstakollowing a painstakollowing a painstaking and sustaineding and sustaineding and sustaineding and sustaineding and sustained

efefefefeffffffororororort, the copt, the copt, the copt, the copt, the copy ofy ofy ofy ofy of  the tr the tr the tr the tr the transit decansit decansit decansit decansit declarlarlarlarlaraaaaation (tion (tion (tion (tion (behetibehetibehetibehetibeheti) of) of) of) of) of  UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales Tax thaax thaax thaax thaax thattttt

the same vthe same vthe same vthe same vthe same vehicehicehicehicehicle had takle had takle had takle had takle had taken in couren in couren in couren in couren in course ofse ofse ofse ofse of  its journe its journe its journe its journe its journey thry thry thry thry through thaough thaough thaough thaough that Stat Stat Stat Stat Statetetetete

could be obtained. And It wcould be obtained. And It wcould be obtained. And It wcould be obtained. And It wcould be obtained. And It was a thoras a thoras a thoras a thoras a thoroughly unmixoughly unmixoughly unmixoughly unmixoughly unmixed sured sured sured sured surprisepriseprisepriseprise.....

TTTTThe trhe trhe trhe trhe transit decansit decansit decansit decansit declarlarlarlarlaraaaaation oftion oftion oftion oftion of  UP show UP show UP show UP show UP showed thaed thaed thaed thaed that the entirt the entirt the entirt the entirt the entire ge ge ge ge goods in the voods in the voods in the voods in the voods in the vehicehicehicehicehiclelelelele

consisted ofconsisted ofconsisted ofconsisted ofconsisted of  se se se se sevvvvverererereral consignments and accoral consignments and accoral consignments and accoral consignments and accoral consignments and accordingdingdingdingdingly haly haly haly haly having as manyving as manyving as manyving as manyving as many

sets ofsets ofsets ofsets ofsets of  consignor consignor consignor consignor consignor-consignee-consignee-consignee-consignee-consignee. T. T. T. T. The whe whe whe whe worororororth ofth ofth ofth ofth of  eac eac eac eac each such such such such such consignment wh consignment wh consignment wh consignment wh consignment wasasasasas

seseseseseparparparparparaaaaately quoted, ftely quoted, ftely quoted, ftely quoted, ftely quoted, followollowollowollowollowed bed bed bed bed by the cumy the cumy the cumy the cumy the cumulaulaulaulaulativtivtivtivtive fe fe fe fe figurigurigurigurigure fe fe fe fe for the entiror the entiror the entiror the entiror the entire ge ge ge ge goodsoodsoodsoodsoods

(As per the sta(As per the sta(As per the sta(As per the sta(As per the statutory prtutory prtutory prtutory prtutory prooooovisions ofvisions ofvisions ofvisions ofvisions of  UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales T UP Sales Tax, the Checax, the Checax, the Checax, the Checax, the Checkkkkkpost ofpost ofpost ofpost ofpost offfffficialsicialsicialsicialsicials

eeeeexamine the perxamine the perxamine the perxamine the perxamine the pertaining intaining intaining intaining intaining invvvvvoices ofoices ofoices ofoices ofoices of  the consignments bef the consignments bef the consignments bef the consignments bef the consignments beforororororeeeee

countercountercountercountercountersigning the rsigning the rsigning the rsigning the rsigning the relaelaelaelaelated trted trted trted trted transit decansit decansit decansit decansit declarlarlarlarlaraaaaation).tion).tion).tion).tion).
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It wIt wIt wIt wIt was fas fas fas fas found thaound thaound thaound thaound that all those mt all those mt all those mt all those mt all those multiple consignments wultiple consignments wultiple consignments wultiple consignments wultiple consignments wererererere fre fre fre fre framed asamed asamed asamed asamed as

a singa singa singa singa single consignment, wherle consignment, wherle consignment, wherle consignment, wherle consignment, where a pare a pare a pare a pare a particular wticular wticular wticular wticular waaaaaybill prybill prybill prybill prybill prooooovider  vider  vider  vider  vider  (consignee(consignee(consignee(consignee(consignee

E) becomes consignee and another fictitious dealer is E) becomes consignee and another fictitious dealer is E) becomes consignee and another fictitious dealer is E) becomes consignee and another fictitious dealer is E) becomes consignee and another fictitious dealer is framed asframed asframed asframed asframed as

consignor and in this wconsignor and in this wconsignor and in this wconsignor and in this wconsignor and in this waaaaay an iny an iny an iny an iny an invvvvvoice is manoice is manoice is manoice is manoice is manufufufufufacturacturacturacturactured whered whered whered whered where the ve the ve the ve the ve the value ofalue ofalue ofalue ofalue of

the same gthe same gthe same gthe same gthe same goods woods woods woods woods was bras bras bras bras brought down aought down aought down aought down aought down apprpprpprpprppreciaeciaeciaeciaeciabbbbbly frly frly frly frly from its actual vom its actual vom its actual vom its actual vom its actual valuealuealuealuealue,,,,,

whicwhicwhicwhicwhich wh wh wh wh was shown in the tras shown in the tras shown in the tras shown in the tras shown in the transit decansit decansit decansit decansit declarlarlarlarlaraaaaation oftion oftion oftion oftion of  UP UP UP UP UP. T. T. T. T. Thushushushushus, a, a, a, a, aparparparparpart frt frt frt frt from theom theom theom theom the

aaaaapparpparpparpparpparent underent underent underent underent under-in-in-in-in-invvvvvoicingoicingoicingoicingoicing, the Chec, the Chec, the Chec, the Chec, the Checkkkkkpost ofpost ofpost ofpost ofpost offfffficials haicials haicials haicials haicials havvvvve no ce no ce no ce no ce no clue thalue thalue thalue thalue that thet thet thet thet the

entirentirentirentirentire tre tre tre tre transaction, as pransaction, as pransaction, as pransaction, as pransaction, as produced befoduced befoduced befoduced befoduced befororororore them fe them fe them fe them fe them for endoror endoror endoror endoror endorsement ofsement ofsement ofsement ofsement of  the the the the the

accompanying waccompanying waccompanying waccompanying waccompanying waaaaaybill, is nothing bybill, is nothing bybill, is nothing bybill, is nothing bybill, is nothing but fut fut fut fut forororororggggged and fed and fed and fed and fed and fakakakakakeeeee.....

It wIt wIt wIt wIt was also fas also fas also fas also fas also found thaound thaound thaound thaound that in twt in twt in twt in twt in two yo yo yo yo yearearearearears period, the Consignee E had utilizs period, the Consignee E had utilizs period, the Consignee E had utilizs period, the Consignee E had utilizs period, the Consignee E had utilizededededed

as many as 2700 was many as 2700 was many as 2700 was many as 2700 was many as 2700 waaaaaybills to imporybills to imporybills to imporybills to imporybills to import taxat taxat taxat taxat taxabbbbble gle gle gle gle goods in the staoods in the staoods in the staoods in the staoods in the statetetetete. And in. And in. And in. And in. And in

eaceaceaceaceach wh wh wh wh waaaaaybill, on an aybill, on an aybill, on an aybill, on an aybill, on an avvvvverererereraaaaagggggeeeee, Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs. 15000 to 20000 as tax had been e. 15000 to 20000 as tax had been e. 15000 to 20000 as tax had been e. 15000 to 20000 as tax had been e. 15000 to 20000 as tax had been evvvvvaded.aded.aded.aded.aded.

TTTTTo top it all, consignee E had been in bo top it all, consignee E had been in bo top it all, consignee E had been in bo top it all, consignee E had been in bo top it all, consignee E had been in business fusiness fusiness fusiness fusiness for the last 15 yor the last 15 yor the last 15 yor the last 15 yor the last 15 yearearearearearsssss.....

The ArithmeticThe ArithmeticThe ArithmeticThe ArithmeticThe Arithmetic

The involved players operate on the basis of  commission for the
service their offer. At the same time, the actual importer (dealer) would
not incline to pay any extra for the entire process, as he has to shell out
the due taxes to the waybill provider also. No quarter is likely to budge
from their own dues, except the hapless state revenue, which practically
remains unguarded in the entire exercise. Therefore, the extra expenses
incurred, had to be adjusted from the likely taxes that would arise out of
the transaction. Since the invoice had already been forged to correlate it
with the available waybill, tampering with value of the consignment remains
merely a child’s play. The values of  goods are brought down to the extent
so that the difference between tax on original value and that of  reduced
value is likely to accommodate the commission earning of  the involved
sectors. The racketeers would reduce their tax burden further by faking as
consignment agents of the outstation non-existent consignors! Or would
show exempted sales to almost unverifiable locations (like Arunachal
Pradesh etc.) in his books of  accounts.

Another vAnother vAnother vAnother vAnother variantariantariantariantariant

Not all racketeers would have pseudo-existence. The other prominent
variant is, dealers who are engaged in trade of  a particular commodity
say, spices, locks, automobile parts, iron and steel, timber, marble etc but
would provide waybill to import substantially more than what he actually
deals in. This excess quantum is for other dealers, who have actually
entered in the original transaction, but would like to remain behind the
curtain. The authority never knows their identity. Here again revenue suffers,
to provide for the commission earnings of  the involved quarters. In the
books of accounts, the waybill provider would show exempted fake sales
to account for the excess import.

TTTTThe likhe likhe likhe likhe likely impact on the syely impact on the syely impact on the syely impact on the syely impact on the systemstemstemstemstem

As every involved players in this exercise of  racketeering, elicits their

commission, the revenue remains the worst sufferer. Once the invoice is

being forged, not only the consignor-consignee is framed, but items are
severely undervalued. Particularly, in cases of mixed consignments, unless

the goods are physically checked, the extent of such under invoicing cannot

be realistically gauged. As in those forged invoices, the quantities of items
are given in very cryptic way with an attempt to escape vigil at subsequent

stages. For example, hardware items, which are conventionally sold in

pieces or pairs, would be given in kgs without specifying the dimension. It
would render any subsequent attempt to verification simply futile.

Besides this direct impact on revenue, the practice, if  indulged, is set
to eat into the basic fabric of the Value added Taxation (VAT) system. Once

the document is forged and the identity of importing consignee is not known,

the incidence of tax for the entire subsequent value chain would simply fall
through. The authority is going to get tax (of  course at a much reduced

rate!) from the provider of  waybill (racketeer) only, but the actual traders

would remain unidentified and predictably relax outside the tax net.

As we tend to take tolerant and non-interventionist approach towards
racketeering, with the passing days, the exercise is simply gaining popularity

across the board. Traders of various commodities, like spices, timber, marble,

chemicals, lock, adhesive etc. are gradually getting into the foray; the
mechanism is fast becoming the settled rule rather than remaining as

exception. A twin advantage is driving them to such business. In the first

place, provision of  paying lesser tax (even after servicing the facilitators)
and secondly the entire trade remaining outside the vigil of revenue authority.

At the end of the day, the genuine trade practice is getting discouraged.

BeneficiariesBeneficiariesBeneficiariesBeneficiariesBeneficiaries

Every offence has got a motive. While, other players would settle for

the commission earned in the process, it is the transporter who gains in

terms of the volume of business. TTTTTherherherherherefefefefeforororororeeeee, inquiry r, inquiry r, inquiry r, inquiry r, inquiry reeeeevvvvvealed, trealed, trealed, trealed, trealed, transporansporansporansporansportertertertertersssss

ararararare the main pre the main pre the main pre the main pre the main proponents ofoponents ofoponents ofoponents ofoponents of  the syndica the syndica the syndica the syndica the syndicate in operte in operte in operte in operte in operaaaaation, tion, tion, tion, tion, particularly in

cases of mixed consignments. In many cases it is found that other entities

are merely the pawns of transporter. HowHowHowHowHoweeeeevvvvvererererer, f, f, f, f, for any commodity specifor any commodity specifor any commodity specifor any commodity specifor any commodity specificicicicic

trtrtrtrtrade likade likade likade likade like spicese spicese spicese spicese spices, timber etc, timber etc, timber etc, timber etc, timber etc, f, f, f, f, feeeeew rw rw rw rw reeeeegistergistergistergistergistered dealered dealered dealered dealered dealers taks taks taks taks take the major re the major re the major re the major re the major roleoleoleoleole.....

WWWWWaaaaayyyyys to combas to combas to combas to combas to combattttt

A.A.A.A.A. Reactive measureReactive measureReactive measureReactive measureReactive measure

i) The fundamental aim would be to break the syndicate, primarily

by weeding out spurious dealers (racketeers) and by bringing
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the offending transporters to book. The present legal provisions

are not strong enough to proceed for cancellation of registration,

even when the racketeers are identified. The Court of  Law had,

time and again, observed that Sec 29 of  the VAT Act is not

stringent enough to restrict such wrong-doing.

Therefore, the cancellation provision u/s 29 of  the Act should

incorporate that in case dealerin case dealerin case dealerin case dealerin case dealers ars ars ars ars are fe fe fe fe found to be engound to be engound to be engound to be engound to be engaaaaaggggged ined ined ined ined in

wrwrwrwrwrongful bongful bongful bongful bongful business or willfully submitting incorusiness or willfully submitting incorusiness or willfully submitting incorusiness or willfully submitting incorusiness or willfully submitting incorrrrrrect or/andect or/andect or/andect or/andect or/and

fffffalse ralse ralse ralse ralse returnseturnseturnseturnseturns, his r, his r, his r, his r, his reeeeegistrgistrgistrgistrgistraaaaation mation mation mation mation may be cancelled. Sucy be cancelled. Sucy be cancelled. Sucy be cancelled. Sucy be cancelled. Suchhhhh

rrrrreeeeegistrgistrgistrgistrgistraaaaation mation mation mation mation may be ry be ry be ry be ry be reeeeevvvvvokokokokoked once the dealer maked once the dealer maked once the dealer maked once the dealer maked once the dealer makes ges ges ges ges goodoodoodoodood

the amount ethe amount ethe amount ethe amount ethe amount evvvvvaded baded baded baded baded by wy wy wy wy waaaaay ofy ofy ofy ofy of  submission of submission of submission of submission of submission of  f f f f false ralse ralse ralse ralse returnseturnseturnseturnseturns.....

It would have sound legal standing, as Sec 93(7) mandates

prosecution in case of commission of  such an offence.

ii) Special emphasis need to be given on doing inter-state and inter-

departmental verification on a regular basis. It is precisely the

want of  such verification mechanism, is what the evaders are

taking advantage of.

B.B.B.B.B. PrPrPrPrProactivoactivoactivoactivoactive measure measure measure measure measureeeee

i) Bringing transporters and clearing agents under the fold of

revenue authority is a very important parameter, in order to have

sway over the evaders. They are the principal facilitators, and in

case of  commodity taxation, a crucial stakeholders too, for the

revenue authority. Though legal provision enjoins transporters

to take enrolment, very few have taken it and more importantly,

no veritable database exists with the authority. The offending

transporters literally outwit the authority simply by changing trade

names when identified.

Thus, alike tax-payers under Profession Tax and VAT Act, an

electronically maintained, comprehensive database needs to be

prepared for the transporters and clearing agents too. Transporters

compliance to be monitored by anti-evasion wing like Range and

Central Section. The process can be carried out, as the Ranges

are going to be connected in the next phase of WAN.

ii) The racketeers, though engaged in inter-state transactions,

invoking concessional rates of tax, do never utilize statutory forms

under the CST Act. We may contemplate creating electronic cross-

checking system, by way of  utilization of  Central forms by these

racketeers, before issuing them subsequent waybills.
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IS THE RERUN OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION INEVITABLE

Abhijit DasAbhijit DasAbhijit DasAbhijit DasAbhijit Das

The financial markets across the globe are in the jitter. This mayhem

with full blown credit crisis is primarily triggered by sub-prime mortgage

meltdown in the US and is now threatening to engulf  the whole world. Is

the world facing the threat of returning the Great Depression ?

The Federal Reserve’s (America’s central bank) easy money policy

created huge demand for housing. The housing market boomed and

everyone wanted to own a property. A person with unstable income or low

creditworthiness (sub-prime borrower) having failed to meet the stringent

requirements set by banks for availing loans, went to financial institution

(Fl) for housing loan. Sensing the eye-propping return, the FIs with sound

credit ratings stepped into mortgage financing market and borrowed fund

from banks. The borrowed funds then distributed among the sub-prime

borrowers at a rate much higher than the market rate. The FIs then without

waiting for repayment from the retail borrowers bundled and converted

these sub-prime loans into financial securities which carry a certain rate

of interest. This is called securitization. The FIs then recouped the money

by selling the securities to institutional investors and cleared the loans

taken from the banks. These institutional investors include hedge funds,

insurance companies and foreign banks. ICICI Bank has a huge exposure

in the mortgage backed securities. In the process, the EMIs & collateral

mortgages were transferred to the institutional investors. The FIs then took

fresh money from the banks and extended loans to newer sub-prime

borrowers and the party went on with property prices skyrocketing.

In July ’07, the US housing prices came crashing because of interest

rate hardening (interest rate rose almost ten fold within two years from

2004 to 2006). This causes widespread defaults, primarily by sub-prime

home loan borrowers. Institutions those extended loans to sub-prime

borrowers are failing to manage risk and unable to service debts taken

from banks. On the other hand, those who subscribed to the securities

issued by FIs, are hit the most as the debts turned bad and mortgage

backed assets proved worthless. The net worth of  the institutions is wiped

out. Realty sectors are struck with huge unsold property stocks and unable

to repay the loans taken for constructions of the properties. Suddenly the

virtuous cycle (i.e. higher sales, soaring property prices) turned vicious.

Of course sub-prime crisis alone could not have caused such mayhem,

although it is to blame for the beginning of  the end.
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This crisis is spreading from sub-prime to prime mortgages, home

equity loans, to commercial real estate, to unsecured consumer credit
(credit cards, student loans, auto loans), to leveraged loans that financed

reckless debt-laden leveraged buy outs, to municipal bonds, to industrial

and commercial loans, to corporate bonds, to the derivative markets whose
risk are indeterminate, etc. All the asset classes are sinking and the money

is flowing into safe Govt treasury. The flight to safety saw the 3 month US

Treasury bill yields fall to an absurd 0.02%, last seen in the early 50s. The
spread between investment grade & speculative grade papers is widened

to a level last seen in 1933.

It has been a total systemic failure that has its roots in the US real

estate and the sub-prime loan market. The world’s largest financial
companies have posted more than $ 635 billion in write-downs and credit

losses since the sub-prime crisis broke out. Bear Stearns, one of  the most

revered America’s financial institutions, has gone bust last March. US Govt.
has to step in to rescue Freddie Mac & Fannie Mae to avert larger financial

debacle. Merrill Lynch, another financial behemoth, is sold to Bank of

America for a song. Lehman Brothers Holding Inc, 158 year old and 4th
largest investment bank in America with $613 million debt filed for

bankruptcy in September. American International Group (AIG), the largest

US insurer, has been taken control by the US Govt. through a bail out
package costing $ 85 billion. Rumors are rampant around that going down

of several hundreds of  US Banks is imminent.

American President Mr. George Bush has said that the US is in the

midst of  serious financial crisis as market is not functioning properly. He
added that there has been a widespread loss of confidence and major

sectors of America’s financial system are at the risk of shutting down. The

US government has placed a $ 700 million bailout package to instill
confidence among investors and to tide over the crisis. Following the

Freddie Mac & Fannie Mae debacle, the analysts are eyeing at derivatives.

Most at risk are credit default swaps (CDS), an insurance against corporate
bond and loan default. The CDS premiums are soaring to record levels

raising fears that the crisis will force many businesses to go under. The

CDS market is believed to be in the size of  a staggering $ 62 trillion, four
times the GDP of  the US (the US GDP is in the order of  $15 trillion while

China’s & India’s GDPs are 3 & 1 trillion US dollars respectively-1 trillion

US dollar means 50 lakh crore of  rupees). The rescue package of  $ 700
billion christened as Troubled Asset Relief  Programme (TARP), announced

by the US government, appears to be not enough to stem the rot In such a

scenario, the crisis will deepen and keep worsening the economy across
the globe. As the credit crisis has crossed the Atlantic and hit Europe, the

claims of  European model with heavier government regulation being

superior to American model sound hollow. The European financial markets

are freezing up like American ones. A host of  European banks are rescued
by their respective governments. Dexia, the world’s biggest lender to the

local government has been rescued for a whopping 604 billion euro. Iceland,

a small European country, having one of the highest per capita incomes in
the world is on the brink of  becoming the first national bankruptcy of  the

global financial meltdown. Kaupthing, Iceland’s largest bank has been

rescued by the government by extending $680 million loan. Argentina, a
Latin American country, is on the brink of default. The Argentine government

has announced the plan to seize $29 billion of  pension funds to service its

debt obligations. The crisis is fast spreading across the countries and more
and more unpleasant events will keep on unfolding. The worst ever credit

crisis is yet to scale its peak. A major recession seems unavoidable and

the world is on the threshold of  seeing the rerun of  the Great Depression.

Japan and some European countries are suffering from negative growth
since June quarter. The US is believed to be slipped into recession from

September quarter. The British economy is teetering on the brink of

recession. European Central Bank (ECB), Bank of  England (BOE), Bank of
Japan (BOJ) and the other central banks are re-hydrating their economies

by way of  rate cuts and cash infusion in a coordinated way to keep their

credit lines lubricated and to prevent the widening crisis from tipping the
global economy into prolonged recession. The meltdown of stock markets

saw the collapse of nearly 70 hedge funds in Asia. All the emerging markets

are slowing down and emerging economy companies will face severe
problems in rolling over $111 billion of debt falling due over the next year as

any recession is associated with high degree of default on corporate bonds.

Extreme pessimism is gripping the global economy. So, the greatest financial
crisis since the great depression of  1930s is looming large. As the man-

made tsunami rips through the world of finance, altering the landscape for

ever, efforts are on to figure out the contour of  the new order.

Back home in India, stock market is plummeting in sync with the global
markets. The decoupling theory - a concept that believes that emerging

economy, e.g., India, will thrive even if  the US enters into a recession- is

not working as our economy is inextricably linked to the US economy. Any
weakness in the US economy will have a direct bearing on Indian economy.

According to Mr. Marc Faber, recession in the US economy shall spell

disaster for Asian economy. Fiscal deficit is ballooning and it is expected
to surpass budgetary estimate quite handsomely. Trade deficit (it is the

balance of  export and import of  merchandise) for April-Augusf  08 is at

$49.14 billion compared to $34.54 billion during the corresponding period
last year and expected to cross $100 billion in the current fiscal. Trade

deficit is largely financed by remittances, investments and service exports
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(invisibles). If  aggregate of  such incomes eclipses trade deficit, we see
current account surplus and if  incomes fall below, we get the current
account deficit. The current account deficit (CAD) for the June quarter
stands at $10.70 billion, the highest since 1990. As more and more financial
institutions have gone bust in the western world, our service sector
industries are facing with the diminishing orders and the services export
growth is tapering off. Our IT solution companies are quivering as they
derive almost 40% of their revenues from BFSI (banking, financial services
& insurance) sectors in US who are tottering. Besides BFSI companies,
every other companies across sectors are pruning their IT budgets. Layoff
fear runs high among IT firms. The foreign institutional investors (Fll) are
faced with severe liquidity crunch in their home countries and are liquidating
whatever assets they have in India and repatriating the proceeds. Instead
of investments we are witnessing flight of capital from India. India received
$110 billion of  foreign investments in the fiscal 2007-2008. The aggregate
of  net foreign inflows stands at a paltry $5 billion for the first five months in
the current fiscal. Rupee is losing its sheen and crashing to rnultiyear low
against a basket of  major currencies. CAD is expanding alarmingly and
looks worrisome. Our export sectors are struggling hard to secure orders
as the US consumers are closing their wallets. Exporters with heavy forex
derivative exposure also hit hard by the volatility in the currency market.
Dwindling consumer goods exports will aggravate the situation. Job
destruction in several sectors cannot be ruled out. Credit-funded
consumption led Indian economy is hit by liquidity crunch. Inter bank call
money rate shoots through the roof  and scaled 23% a few weeks ago.
ICICI Bank, the second largest bank in India by asset size, announced in
last March a mark-to-market (MTM) loss of  $ 263 million in overseas credit
derivative market. The same bank is reported to take a hit of  $ 28 million
on Lehman Brothers fall. The Axis Bank has booked $ 2 million loss on
Lehman collapse. We are now struck in a vicious loop where the credit
crisis is spreading its wings from financial sector to the real economy. The
biggest problem we are now facing is the exchange rate issue in the
currency market. Rupee is continued to be getting hammered and has
fallen over 21% against Dollar so far this year, being the second worst-
performing Asian currency. At the time of  writing (in the last week of
October) rupee breaches the 50-mark against the US dollar. Easing of
external borrowing norms and heavy intervention by RBI in the forex market
to stem the rupee slide goes in vein. But any intervention by RBI by way of
dollar sale will suck out liquidity which the RBI cannot afford at this stage.
Companies with foreign currency loans and FCCB outstanding are in for a
rude shock as they have to fork out extra rupee to service the redemption
obligation. We are now bewilderingiy close to the slowest growth year of
the decade. To avert the impending credit & liquidity crisis, the RBI in an

unprecedented move slashes cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 2.5% in three

stages in seven days and thereby releases in excess of  one lac crore of

rupees into the banking system. The Repo rate (the rate at which banks

borrow from RBI) is also cut by 100 basis points at one stroke. Prime

Minister holds unscheduled & emergency meeting with bankers for tackling

the credit crisis. All round slowdown is being witnessed. Driven by steep

fall in manufacturing activity, index of industrial productions (IIP) is plunged

abysmally to a 10-year low of  1.3% in August compared with 10.9% in

August last year. Growth in cement production fell to a 24- month low of

3.3% in August’ 08 compared with 17.3% a year ago. Demand slump

prompts steel industry to cut output. Although Excise Duty grew 2.30% to

Rs.46,122 crore for the first half  in the current fiscal but it faltered in

September when the collection declined by 3.80% (from Rs.10,186 crore

in September’07 to Rs.9,800 crore in Sep’O8). The stupendous growth

rate of  Service Tax in the last few years appears to have vanished. The

Service Tax expanded only 13.10% in August, much lower than the

cumulative growth of  25.90% recorded in the April-August 2008. Sales

Tax in our state for the period Apr-Aug’08 swells by 16.75% compared

with the corresponding period last year. This is superlative performance

by any standard. But given the macro-economic conditions it will be

extremely difficult to keep the growth rate steady as consumption and

investment, the principal drivers of  our economy, are faltering and

commodity prices nose-diving. In view of the situation, policy makers may

consider to prune the exempted list of commodities to bolster the revenue.
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Õ±õ±õþÝ Æõø¸÷É

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±Ëüõþ ¿õáîÂ üÑàÉ±ûþ Õ±÷õþ± Îð¿àËûþ¿åù±÷ ¿ßÂöÂ±Ëõ Special Pay-ÎßÂ ÎßÂf
ßÂËõþ õþ±æÉ üõþßÂ±Ëõþõþ Æõø¸÷É òÏ¿îÂ üõÇü±ñ±õþËíõþ ßÂ±Ëå S•÷úÐ Ã›¶ßÂ±ú ýËûþ ÂóhÂËå ¼  Ã›¶ïË÷
BDO/SDO ü±ËýõËðõþ æòÉ ¿õËúø¸öÂ±îÂ±, îÂ±õþÂóõþ õÉ¿M•áîÂ ÆéÂ¿ùËôÂ±ò ¼  áîÂ 19Ëú Õ±á©†,
¿õËúø¸ üõþßÂ±¿õþ ¿òËðÇ¿úßÂ± – 5822/1(130)-F ÕòÅûþ±ûþÏ 1ù± ÎüË›I×Â¥¤õþ ÎïËßÂ WBCS(Exe)

ü±¿öÇÂËü ßÂ÷ÇõþîÂ 18 ò¥¤õþ Î¦¨ù ëÂ×ÂóËöÂ±áßÂ±¿õþ üõ ëÂ×Âóü¿äÂõõþ± îÂ±Ëðõþ õÉ¿M•áîÂ ÎéÂ¿ùËôÂ±Ëòõþ
àõþäÂ± õ±õð ðÅ’÷±ü Õ™LÃõþ 600 Âó±Ëõò ¼  qñÅ úîÇÂ ýù ÎéÂ¿ùËôÂ±ò¿éÂ BSNL õ± VSNL ýËîÂ
ýËõ Õ±õþ àõþËäÂõþ ëÂ×XÇÂüÏ÷± å’Ëú± éÂ±ßÂ±õþ ÎõúÏ ýÝûþ± äÂùËõ ò± ¼

Õ±Âóò±Ëðõþ ¦œõþí ßÂ¿õþËûþ ¿ðý× Îû, áîÂ 16ý× ÎôÂõènûþ±õþÏ Joint Convention of  State

Services-Ûõþ õ±¿ø¸ÇßÂ üöÂ±ûþ ëÂ×Âó¿¦šîÂ ýËûþ ¦¤ûþÑ ÕïÇ÷LaÏ ÕüÏ÷ ð±ú&l ¿òËæ Û ßÂï± Îâ±ø¸í±
ßÂËõþò Îû úÏâèý× Õ±¿ñßÂ±¿õþßÂËðõþ õÉ¿M•áîÂ ÎéÂ¿ùËôÂ±Ëòõþ àõþäÂ üõþßÂ±õþ ÎðËõò ¼  ¦¤öÂ±õîÂÐý×
ßÂòËöÂòúòÄ-Ûõþ üðüÉõþ± Õ±•«™¦¸ ýËûþ¿åËùò Îû Õ±ñÅ¿òßÂ ú±üò õÉõ¦š±ûþ Õ¿ôÂËüõþ ¿òñÇ±¿õþîÂ
ü÷ûþüÏ÷±õþ õ±ý×ËõþÝ Îû Õ±¿ñßÂ±¿õþßÂËðõþ ¿õ¿öÂi§ Ã›¶Ëûþ±æËò õÉ¿M•áîÂ ÎéÂ¿ùËôÂ±ò Ã›¶±ûþý× õÉõý±õþ
ßÂõþËîÂ ýûþ, îÂ± üõþßÂ±õþ ëÂ×Âóù¿t ßÂËõþËåò ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ 19-Û Õ±áË©†õþ ¿òËðÇ¿úßÂ± Õ±÷±Ëðõþ üßÂùËßÂ
ýîÂ±ú ßÂËõþËå ¼

Ûý× ¿òËðÇ¿úßÂ± ÎïËßÂ Û ßÂï± Âó¿õþ©¨±õþ Îû üõþßÂ±õþ ÛßÂ ßÂðûÇ ¿õöÂ±æËòõþ Îàù±ûþ ÎòË÷Ëåò¼
îÂ±õþ± äÂ±ý×Ëåò Constituted State Service-&¿ùõþ ÷ËñÉ ÛßÂ¿éÂËßÂ ¿õËúø¸ ¿õËúø¸ üÅËû±á
üÅ¿õñ± ¿ðËûþ õú ßÂõþËõò Õ±õþ õ±¿ßÂËðõþ Âó±ý±hÂ Ã›¶÷±í õ=Áò±ûþ ¿òË•ÂÂó ßÂõþËõò ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ üõþßÂ±õþ
ÛßÂéÂ± üýæ ßÂï± öÅÂËù û±ËBåò Îû, Ûý× Æõø¸÷É ûËîÂ± õ±hÂËõ ¿êÂßÂ îÂËîÂ±éÂ±ý× Ã›¶ú±üËòõþ ü±¿õÇßÂ
Õõò¿îÂ ýËîÂ õ±ñÉ ¼  ßÂ±õþí Ã›¶ú±üò qñÅ WBCS(Exe)-Îðõþ ¿òËûþ òûþ ¼  ÕòÉ±òÉ ÎˆÂéÄÂ
ü±¿öÇÂü&¿ùõþ ÕüýËû±¿áîÂ±ûþ Ã›¶ü±üò ÷Åà ïÅõËhÂ ÂóhÂËîÂ õ±ñÉ ¼  Õ±õþ ÛßÂý× ÂóõþÏ•Â± •WBCS—
¿ðËûþ ÕËÂó•Â±ßÔÂîÂ öÂ±Ëù± ôÂù ßÂËõþÝ û¿ð ÎßÂ±òÝ ü±¿öÇÂü õ=Áò±õþ ¿úßÂ±õþ ýûþ îÂ±ýËù ÕüË™LÃ±ø¸
ð±ò± õ±ñ±ý× ¦¤±öÂ±¿õßÂ ¼  Ûý× ÕüË™LÃ±Ëø¸õþ ßÂï± æ±¿òËûþ Õ±÷õþ± áîÂ 12ý× ÎüË›I×¥¤õþ  ÕïÇ÷LaÏËßÂ
¿äÂ¿êÂ ¿ðý× •Âó¿õþ¿ú©†-1— ÛõÑ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ Î•Â±ËöÂõþ ßÂï± õÉM• ßÂ¿õþ ¼  õù± õ±UùÉ Îû, Special

Pay ÛõÑ Personal landline telephone bill reimbursement-Ûý× ðÅ¿éÂ üÅ¿õñ± Õ¿õùË¥¤
¿õS•ûþ ßÂõþ ðlËõþõþ Õ±¿ñßÂ±¿õþËðõþ æòÉ õõþ±V ò± ýËù Õ±÷±Ëðõþ õÔýMõþ Õ±Ëj±ùËòõþ ÂóËï Âó±
õ±hÂ±ËîÂ ýËõ ¼

TTTTTooooo
The M.I.C. FinanceThe M.I.C. FinanceThe M.I.C. FinanceThe M.I.C. FinanceThe M.I.C. Finance
WWWWWriterriterriterriterriters’ Buildingss’ Buildingss’ Buildingss’ Buildingss’ Buildings, K, K, K, K, Kolkolkolkolkolkaaaaata - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001

Kind aKind aKind aKind aKind attention : Drttention : Drttention : Drttention : Drttention : Dr. Asim Dasgupta. Asim Dasgupta. Asim Dasgupta. Asim Dasgupta. Asim Dasgupta

(T(T(T(T(Thrhrhrhrhrough CCT/WB)ough CCT/WB)ough CCT/WB)ough CCT/WB)ough CCT/WB)

Sir,

This is to draw your kind attention to the announcement you had made
regarding the sanction of allowance on personal landline telephone bills
incurred, uniformly to all officers recruited under the WBCS & Allied
Services, as per rank and pay scale. Kindly recall that this facility was
announced at the Annual General Meeting of  Joint Convention of  State
Service Associations, held on 16th February, 2008 and that this facility
was agreed upon for immediate sanction.

In consonance with that announcement, this facility has already been
granted to the members of WBCS ( Exe), on 19.08.08 [ref. No. 5822/1(130)-F],
from the rank of Dy. Secretary onwards, in isolation. As a service of co-equal
status and pay scale, this certainly means a discrimination for us.

Moreover, in this age of revolutionary development of communication
technology, office works are not limited only to desks. In the interest of
administration, we do perform many functions from our residences, through
our personal telephone. In such a situation extension of the same facility of
reimbursing the cost of  personal BSNL landline telephone bills, with the
maximum limit of  Rs. 600/= bimonthly., should be extended to the West
Bengal Commercial Tax Service immediately in the interest of public service.

Thanking You,

Your’s truly

CCCCC.C.C.C.C.C, Sri Dipank, Sri Dipank, Sri Dipank, Sri Dipank, Sri Dipankar Muldierar Muldierar Muldierar Muldierar Muldierjeejeejeejeejee, IAS, IAS, IAS, IAS, IAS,,,,,

Principal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal Secretaryetaryetaryetaryetary, F, F, F, F, Financeinanceinanceinanceinance, Go, Go, Go, Go, Govt. ofvt. ofvt. ofvt. ofvt. of  W W W W W.B.B.B.B.B.....

Sri CSri CSri CSri CSri C.M. Bac.M. Bac.M. Bac.M. Bac.M. Bachwhwhwhwhwaaaaat, IASt, IASt, IASt, IASt, IAS

Principal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal SecrPrincipal Secretaryetaryetaryetaryetary, R, R, R, R, Reeeeevvvvvenenenenenueueueueue, Go, Go, Go, Go, Govt. ofvt. ofvt. ofvt. ofvt. of  W W W W W.B.B.B.B.B.....

Mousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi Chattarttarttarttarttaraj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhury

Secretary, CTDOA

Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 2121212121 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 20082222222222



ÎõîÂò ßÂ¿÷úËòõþ ßÂ±Ëå ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿Âó

Â áîÂ 14ý× òËöÂ¥¤õþ Âó=Á÷ ÎõîÂò ßÂ¿÷úËòõþ ßÂ±Ëå ÎÂóú ßÂõþ± ýù CTDOA-Ûõþ ð±¿õ
ÎðÝûþ± ü¿¥œ¿ùîÂ ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿Âó ¼  Âó=Á±ú ÂóÔ‡Â±õþ Ûý× ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿ÂóËîÂ ÎõîÂò õÔ¿XÂõþ ð±¿õ å±hÂ±Ý
äÂ±Ýûþ± ýËûþËå ü±ò¿éÂ òîÅÂò öÂ±îÂ± ÛõÑ Ã›¶äÂ¿ùîÂ ÂóÒ±äÂ¿éÂ öÂ±îÂ±õþ õ¿ñÇîÂ ý±õþ ¼  õþ±æÉ ÕïÇòÏ¿îÂõþ
üîÂîÂ Âó¿õþõîÇÂòúÏù ÎÃ›¶•Â±ÂóéÂËßÂ ÷±ï±ûþ ÎõþËà West Bengal Commercial Tax Service-
Ûõþ ßÂêÂ±Ë÷±áîÂ ¿ßÂåÅ Âó¿õþõîÇÂËòõþ Ã›¶™¦¸±õò±Ý õþ±à± ýËûþËå Ûý× ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿ÂóËîÂ ¼  ÷±ü ÎðËhÂËßÂõþ
ÕßvÂ±™LÃ Âó¿õþ|Ë÷õþ ÷ËñÉ ¿ðËûþ ÆîÂõþÏ Ûý× ¿õËúø¸ ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿Âó ÛßÂ ßÂï±ûþ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ û±õîÂÏûþ
ü±¿öÇÂü-üÑS•±™LÃ Õ±ú±-Õ±ßÂ±ã•Â±õþ ü¥œßÂ Ã›¶îÂ¿ôÂùò ¼  CANVAS-Ûõþ Ûý× üÑàÉ±ûþ Õ±÷õþ±
îÂ±ý× Ûý× ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿Âóõþ Summary ÕÑú¿éÂ Ã›¶ßÂ±¿úîÂ ßÂõþù±÷ ÛÉ±Ëü±¿üËûþúËòõþ üßÂù üðËüÉõþ
ßÂ±Ëå, û±ËîÂ îÂ±õþ± îÂ±Ëðõþ üÅ¿äÂ¿™LÃîÂ ÷îÂ±÷îÂ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ ðlËõþ ÎÂóÌÒËå ¿ðËîÂ Âó±Ëõþò ¼  Õ±Âóò±õþ
÷îÂ±÷îÂ Âó±êÂ±ËîÂ Âó±Ëõþò ¿ùËà Õïõ± Õ±÷±Ëðõþ Website – ctdoa.org-ÎîÂ Fifth Pay Com-

mission/Comments ßÂù±Ë÷ ¼

ÎõîÂò ßÂ¿÷úËòõþ Ûý× ¦œ±õþßÂ¿ù¿Âó Ã›¶dîÂ ßÂõþ±ûþ û±Ëðõþ ò±÷ ò± ßÂõþËùý× òûþ îÂ±õþ± ýËùò
– ül¿øÇ̧ õþ±ûþ, õþ¿M•÷ ðM, ÎüÌË÷ò á±Ëûþò, ÎüÌ¿öÂßÂ ðM, Æúõ±ù ü±ý±, üÅú±™LÃ ßÅÂ÷±õþ ¿õ•«±ü,
à±Ëùð Õ±ý×æ±æ Õ±Ëò±ûþ±õþ, Õ¿òj ¿÷S, ÷±¿íßÂù±ù Æ÷S, îÂ±Âóü Îðõ, ¿òúÏï äÂS•õMÏÇ,
õþ±æËúàõþ õËjÉ±Âó±ñÉ±ûþ, õÅXÂËðõ äÂËA±Âó±ñÉ±ûþ ÛõÑ ÕõúÉý× À ëÂ×÷±ú‚Âõþ Îâ±ø¸ Ý Õ±¿÷ Î÷ÌüÅ÷Ï
äÂAõþ±æ ÎäÂÌñÅõþÏ ¼

BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SALIENT POINTSBRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SALIENT POINTSBRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SALIENT POINTSBRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SALIENT POINTSBRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SALIENT POINTS

COMMERCOMMERCOMMERCOMMERCOMMERCIAL TCIAL TCIAL TCIAL TCIAL TAXES DIRECTAXES DIRECTAXES DIRECTAXES DIRECTAXES DIRECTORAORAORAORAORATE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
(C(C(C(C(C.T.T.T.T.T.D.D.D.D.D.O.O.O.O.O.A).A).A).A).A) represents officers directly recruited to the WWWWWest Bengest Bengest Bengest Bengest Bengalalalalal
CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Tcial Tcial Tcial Tcial Tax Serax Serax Serax Serax Service (Wvice (Wvice (Wvice (Wvice (W.B.B.B.B.B.C.C.C.C.C.T.T.T.T.T.S.S.S.S.S.).).).).) through the combined West
Bengal Civil Service (W.B.C.S) Examination, Group A, and are
required to work in the DirDirDirDirDirectorectorectorectorectoraaaaate ofte ofte ofte ofte of  Commer Commer Commer Commer Commercial Tcial Tcial Tcial Tcial Taxaxaxaxaxeseseseses and
elsewhere. Members of  the association include officers in different
tiers starting from Commercial Tax Officer in existing scale no. 16 to
Special Commissioner in existing Scale 21.

âââââ The members of  C.T.D.O.A play a pivotal role in mobilization of
resources of  the Government of  West Bengal as they are entrusted
with the job of  collecting State Sales Tax, Central Sales Tax, Value
Added Tax (VAT), Profession Tax, Coal Cess and Cess on Petrol,
Diesel for Infrastructure Development Fund that together accountaccountaccountaccountaccount
fffffor wor wor wor wor well in eell in eell in eell in eell in exxxxxcess ofcess ofcess ofcess ofcess of  Sixty per Sixty per Sixty per Sixty per Sixty percent ofcent ofcent ofcent ofcent of  sta sta sta sta state’te’te’te’te’s own tax rs own tax rs own tax rs own tax rs own tax reeeeevvvvvenenenenenueueueueue.....

âââââ However, with the onset of tax reform, advent of new technology, arrival
of novel marketing strategies, the challenges of revenue collection are
steeply on the rise. There has been a paradigm shift in the approach
towards revenue monitoring. The erstwhile system of  physical control
is fast giving way to intelligence-based surveillance. A tax officer is
required to be more cerebral and analytical than ever before. It is
imperative that the very best talents join the service and strengthen
the revenue mobilization effort, which is so important for the State to
prosper and enable it to deliver welfare services to its people.

âââââ The Directorate of  Commercial Taxes is an organization with rapidly
expanding base. Only a little more than a couple of  years back it has
shifted to a multi-point Value Added Tax system from the erstwhile
single point Sales Tax regime. Within the next two years it is going to
greet a change of  even bigger magnitude in the form of  Goods andGoods andGoods andGoods andGoods and
SerSerSerSerService Tvice Tvice Tvice Tvice Tax (GST).ax (GST).ax (GST).ax (GST).ax (GST). The deadline to introduce GST has been set at
1st. April 2010 and this is billed as the biggest ever indirect tax reform
in independent India.

âââââ As the Directorate of  Commercial Taxes is poised for a big leap, it
needs a major overhauling of  its administrative setup.

âââââ Present Structure of  Pay :

16 8000-275- CTO On joining WBCTS

13500

17 10000-325- CTO After 8 Years

15200

17 10000-325- ACCT DeDeDeDeDepends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vacancacancacancacancacancyyyyy.....

15200 Usually after 14-15 yrUsually after 14-15 yrUsually after 14-15 yrUsually after 14-15 yrUsually after 14-15 yrsssss.....

18 12000-375- ACCT After 16 years

18000

18 12000-375- DCCT DeDeDeDeDepends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vacancacancacancacancacancyyyyy.....

18000 Usually after 26-27 yrUsually after 26-27 yrUsually after 26-27 yrUsually after 26-27 yrUsually after 26-27 yrsssss.....

19 14300-420- Addl. CCT DeDeDeDeDepends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vpends on vacancacancacancacancacancyyyyy. Most of. Most of. Most of. Most of. Most of

18300 the ofthe ofthe ofthe ofthe offfffficericericericericers do not rs do not rs do not rs do not rs do not reaceaceaceaceach this leh this leh this leh this leh this levvvvvel.el.el.el.el.

21 18400-500- Special CCT Only 2 postsOnly 2 postsOnly 2 postsOnly 2 postsOnly 2 posts. V. V. V. V. Very fery fery fery fery feeeeewwwww

22400 ofofofofofffffficericericericericers can rs can rs can rs can rs can reaceaceaceaceach herh herh herh herh hereeeee.....

ScaleScaleScaleScaleScale
no.no.no.no.no.

Scale ofScale ofScale ofScale ofScale of  pa pa pa pa payyyyy
(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)

Name of theName of theName of theName of theName of the
postpostpostpostpost

Time required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain it

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 2323232323 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 20082424242424



In the lines ofIn the lines ofIn the lines ofIn the lines ofIn the lines of  or or or or order passed with rder passed with rder passed with rder passed with rder passed with reeeeegggggararararard to other stad to other stad to other stad to other stad to other state serte serte serte serte servicesvicesvicesvicesvices, the, the, the, the, the
GoGoGoGoGovvvvvernment had rernment had rernment had rernment had rernment had recently dececently dececently dececently dececently declarlarlarlarlared intred intred intred intred introduction ofoduction ofoduction ofoduction ofoduction of  Scale Link Scale Link Scale Link Scale Link Scale Linkededededed
DesignaDesignaDesignaDesignaDesignation in WBCTS vide Gtion in WBCTS vide Gtion in WBCTS vide Gtion in WBCTS vide Gtion in WBCTS vide G.O.O.O.O.O. No. No. No. No. No. 585 F. 585 F. 585 F. 585 F. 585 F.T da.T da.T da.T da.T dated 4.4.08.ted 4.4.08.ted 4.4.08.ted 4.4.08.ted 4.4.08. The scheme is
to be implemented, as soon as the procedural formalities including
amendment of  VAT Rules are completed. After full implementation of Scale
Linked Designation in WBCTS, the situation will change to –

16 8000-275- CTO On joining WBCTS

13500

17 10000-325- DCCT After 8 Years

15200

18 12000-375- Joint CCT After 16 years

18000

18 12000-375- Sr. Joint CCT After 24 years

18000

19 14300-420- Addl. CCT Depends on vacancy. Most of

18300 the officers do not reach this level.

21 18400-500- Special CCT Only two posts. Very few

22400 officers can reach here.

ScaleScaleScaleScaleScale
no.no.no.no.no.

Scale ofScale ofScale ofScale ofScale of  pa pa pa pa payyyyy
(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)(Rs.)

Name of theName of theName of theName of theName of the
postpostpostpostpost

Time required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain itTime required to attain it

TTTTTaaaaabbbbble – le – le – le – le – VI

âââââ PrPrPrPrPresent Present Present Present Present Promotion Pomotion Pomotion Pomotion Pomotion Policolicolicolicolicy :y :y :y :y : At present there are two promotional
avenue to members of W.B.C.T.S. - (1) Promotion to the post of Special
Commissioner and (2) Promotion to l.A.S.

âââââ The number of post of Special Commissioner is only two. So, the scope
for promotion to the post of Special Commissioner is extremely narrow.

âââââ PrPrPrPrPromotion to I.A.Somotion to I.A.Somotion to I.A.Somotion to I.A.Somotion to I.A.S..... In West Bengal the WBCS (Executive) is
recognized as the only State Civil Service (SCS) and WBCTS is
considered a non- State Civil Service (non-SCS) for the purposes of
promotion to IAS. 85% of the total number of  posts filled in by way of
promotion and selection occupied by the members of  WBCS
(Executive) service and members of  WBCTS are made to share the
remaining 15% posts with all other remaining constituent state
services. As a result, the scope for promotion to l.A.S from W.B.C.T.S.
is extremely limited at present. In fact at present, there is not a single
serving member in the 1AS who has been promoted from WBCTS.

âââââ We demand immediate end to this irrational and prejudicial
interpretation of  State Civil Service (SCS) and demand recognition
of WBCTS as a State Civil Service (SCS) for the purpose of promotion
to IAS which accounts for the lion’s share of  state revenue.

INTER-SERINTER-SERINTER-SERINTER-SERINTER-SERVICE DISPVICE DISPVICE DISPVICE DISPVICE DISPARITY :ARITY :ARITY :ARITY :ARITY :    Inadequate number of  higher posts and
lack of  opportunities of  promotion to IAS leads to another major irritant –
interinterinterinterinter-ser-ser-ser-ser-service disparityvice disparityvice disparityvice disparityvice disparity, particularly vis-a-vis the WBCS (Executive). A
comparative summary in terms of  the number of  higher posts in absolute
number as well as a percentage of  their respective cadre strength will
give a clear picture about the extent of discrimination.

TTTTTaaaaabbbbble – le – le – le – le – VII

WBCS (ExWBCS (ExWBCS (ExWBCS (ExWBCS (Exe)e)e)e)e) WBCSTWBCSTWBCSTWBCSTWBCST

Cadre Strength 1767 1150

No of posts in scale 19 137 36

No of posts in scale 19 as percentage of 7.75 3.13
cadre strength

No of posts in scale 21 13 02

No of posts in scale 21 as percentage of 0.74 0.17
cadre strength

Present no of officers promoted to IAS 63 0

Total no of  higher posts beyond C-A-5 213 38

PPPPPererererercentacentacentacentacentaggggge ofe ofe ofe ofe of  higher posts to higher posts to higher posts to higher posts to higher posts to 12.0512.0512.0512.0512.05 3.303.303.303.303.30
cadre strengthcadre strengthcadre strengthcadre strengthcadre strength

The source of  recruitment of  WBCTS and WBCS (Executive) is the
same and many members join the former as a matter of  choice and not as
result of compulsion. Most of the officers who have decided to join WBCTS
could have also opted for WBCS (Exe) service. So any subsequent
discrimination in career opportunities leads to simmering resentment in
the rank and file of  WBCTS.

We urge upon the Commission to eliminate all discrimination and
restore parity in matters of  pay and career opportunities.

SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGE :SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGE :SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGE :SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGE :SUGGESTIONS FOR CHANGE :

âââââ The name of the service is proposed to be changed from West Bengal
Commercial Tax Service (WBCTS) to WWWWWest Bengest Bengest Bengest Bengest Bengal Civil Seral Civil Seral Civil Seral Civil Seral Civil Servicevicevicevicevice
(R(R(R(R(Reeeeevvvvvenenenenenue)ue)ue)ue)ue) [see para 5.9]

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 2525252525 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 20082626262626



âââââ Immediate creation of  a Five member StaStaStaStaState Boarte Boarte Boarte Boarte Board Ofd Ofd Ofd Ofd Of  Commer Commer Commer Commer Commerciaciaciaciacialllll
TTTTTaxaxaxaxaxes (SBCT)es (SBCT)es (SBCT)es (SBCT)es (SBCT), comprising of The Chief Commissioner (as Chairman),
and Four Commissioners of  Commercial Taxes (as Members) – [see
Para 3.3, 3.4, and 3.5.]

âââââ Integrated Service should be extended to the post of  Commissioner
and Special Commissioner Commercial Taxes, [see para 5.10]

âââââ Assured Career Advancement Scheme should start from Junior Time
Scale and extended up to Super Time Scale within a span of  16 years
(preferably in a 4-9-13-16 format) from the date of joining (see para 5.8).

âââââ Creation of  51 posts in the rank of Special Commissioner Commercial
Taxes is proposed and the functional requirement is shown in table X
(pages 25 to 27)

âââââ Creation of  10 posts of  Commissioner of  Commercial Taxes is
proposed and functional responsibility is shown in table IX (page 25)

âââââ The restructured WBCS(Revenue) [previously W.S.C.T.S] should
comprise of  the following posts – Assistant Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner, Joint Commissioner, Senior Joint Commissioner,
Special Commissioner and Commissioner of  Commercial Taxes in
the following pay scales –

Time period/Time period/Time period/Time period/Time period/
no. of postsno. of postsno. of postsno. of postsno. of posts

PPPPPaaaaay Bandy Bandy Bandy Bandy Band
(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)

GrGrGrGrGrade Pade Pade Pade Pade Paaaaayyyyy
(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)(Rs)

On Joining 15600-39100 5400 Assistant
Commissioner

After 4 Years 15600-39100 6600 + two increments Deputy
Commissioner

After 9 Years 15600-39100 7600 + two increments Joint
Commissioner

After 13 Years 15600-39100 8700 + two increments Sr. Joint
Commissioner

After 16 Years 37400-67000 10000 Additional
Commissioner

Fixed no of 37400-67000 11000 Special
posts 51 Commissioner

no of posts 10 37400-67000 12000 Commissioner

DESIGNDESIGNDESIGNDESIGNDESIGNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

Increment should @ 4% of  basic pay (including grade pay)

At present there is hardly any scope for deputation posting outside the
Directorate of Commercial Taxes, in the interest of state revenue as well as
to promote industrialization in the state, we propose that officers in the rank
of  Additional Commissioner of  the Directorate of  Commercial Taxes be

deputed to such departments as Municipal AfMunicipal AfMunicipal AfMunicipal AfMunicipal Affffffairairairairairsssss, P, P, P, P, Pancancancancanchahahahahayyyyyaaaaat and Rt and Rt and Rt and Rt and Rurururururalalalalal
DeDeDeDeDevvvvvelopment, PHE, PWDelopment, PHE, PWDelopment, PHE, PWDelopment, PHE, PWDelopment, PHE, PWD, Ir, Ir, Ir, Ir, Irrigrigrigrigrigaaaaation, Commertion, Commertion, Commertion, Commertion, Commerce and lndustry( pace and lndustry( pace and lndustry( pace and lndustry( pace and lndustry( paggggge 29).e 29).e 29).e 29).e 29).

âââââ The recommendations of the Fifth Pay Commission should come into
effect from 01,01.2006 (see para 5.12).

âââââ Introduction of  some new allowances as under

a) Special Allowance

A Special AllowA Special AllowA Special AllowA Special AllowA Special Allowance has been sanctioned selectivance has been sanctioned selectivance has been sanctioned selectivance has been sanctioned selectivance has been sanctioned selectively to one serely to one serely to one serely to one serely to one servicevicevicevicevice,,,,,
denying the same to many otherdenying the same to many otherdenying the same to many otherdenying the same to many otherdenying the same to many othersssss, despite fulf, despite fulf, despite fulf, despite fulf, despite fulfilling the sameilling the sameilling the sameilling the sameilling the same
criterion. Wcriterion. Wcriterion. Wcriterion. Wcriterion. We demand the same fe demand the same fe demand the same fe demand the same fe demand the same for all memberor all memberor all memberor all memberor all members ofs ofs ofs ofs of  the WBCTS f the WBCTS f the WBCTS f the WBCTS f the WBCTS fororororor
perfperfperfperfperforming a job oforming a job oforming a job oforming a job oforming a job of  v v v v very special naery special naery special naery special naery special naturturturturture (see pare (see pare (see pare (see pare (see para 6.4 to 6.6 )a 6.4 to 6.6 )a 6.4 to 6.6 )a 6.4 to 6.6 )a 6.4 to 6.6 )

b) Special Pay for the State Representative

Despite the rDespite the rDespite the rDespite the rDespite the rejection ofejection ofejection ofejection ofejection of  the pr the pr the pr the pr the proposal foposal foposal foposal foposal for Special Por Special Por Special Por Special Por Special Paaaaay to the Stay to the Stay to the Stay to the Stay to the Statetetetete
RRRRReeeeeprprprprpresentaesentaesentaesentaesentativtivtivtivtiveseseseses, w, w, w, w, we fe fe fe fe feel the need feel the need feel the need feel the need feel the need for ror ror ror ror re-emphasise-emphasise-emphasise-emphasise-emphasis, as the job of, as the job of, as the job of, as the job of, as the job of  the the the the the
SRs arSRs arSRs arSRs arSRs are cere cere cere cere certainly special and etainly special and etainly special and etainly special and etainly special and exxxxxccccclusivlusivlusivlusivlusive in nae in nae in nae in nae in naturturturturtureeeee, demanding le, demanding le, demanding le, demanding le, demanding legggggalalalalal
skskskskskills ofills ofills ofills ofills of  v v v v very high orery high orery high orery high orery high order to mader to mader to mader to mader to matctctctctch the best leh the best leh the best leh the best leh the best legggggal and accountingal and accountingal and accountingal and accountingal and accounting
brbrbrbrbrainsainsainsainsains. Contr. Contr. Contr. Contr. Contrary to the wrary to the wrary to the wrary to the wrary to the wrong notionsong notionsong notionsong notionsong notions, an SR’, an SR’, an SR’, an SR’, an SR’s scope ofs scope ofs scope ofs scope ofs scope of  w w w w wororororork ek ek ek ek extendsxtendsxtendsxtendsxtends
bebebebebeyyyyyond the ambit ofond the ambit ofond the ambit ofond the ambit ofond the ambit of  his r his r his r his r his reeeeegular activity (see pargular activity (see pargular activity (see pargular activity (see pargular activity (see para. 6.7 to 6.11)a. 6.7 to 6.11)a. 6.7 to 6.11)a. 6.7 to 6.11)a. 6.7 to 6.11)

c) Sumptuary Allowance

TTTTThe job ofhe job ofhe job ofhe job ofhe job of  the WBCTS of the WBCTS of the WBCTS of the WBCTS of the WBCTS offfffficer ricer ricer ricer ricer requirequirequirequirequires constant interes constant interes constant interes constant interes constant interaction withaction withaction withaction withaction with
eeeeexxxxxecutivecutivecutivecutivecutives fres fres fres fres from the bom the bom the bom the bom the business commusiness commusiness commusiness commusiness community who need to be hostedunity who need to be hostedunity who need to be hostedunity who need to be hostedunity who need to be hosted
with a cerwith a cerwith a cerwith a cerwith a certain letain letain letain letain levvvvvel ofel ofel ofel ofel of  dignity dignity dignity dignity dignity. It is only too r. It is only too r. It is only too r. It is only too r. It is only too reasonaeasonaeasonaeasonaeasonabbbbble to demandle to demandle to demandle to demandle to demand
a sumptuary allowa sumptuary allowa sumptuary allowa sumptuary allowa sumptuary allowance to meet these daance to meet these daance to meet these daance to meet these daance to meet these day-to-day-to-day-to-day-to-day-to-day ey ey ey ey expenditurxpenditurxpenditurxpenditurxpenditures ofes ofes ofes ofes of
tea/coftea/coftea/coftea/coftea/coffffffeeeeeeeeee, in the inter, in the inter, in the inter, in the inter, in the interest ofest ofest ofest ofest of  sta sta sta sta state rte rte rte rte reeeeevvvvvenenenenenue (see parue (see parue (see parue (see parue (see para 6a 6a 6a 6a 6.....8 to 68 to 68 to 68 to 68 to 6.....12)12)12)12)12)

d) Conveyance Allowance

Considering the nature of the job that necessitates that all quasi-Considering the nature of the job that necessitates that all quasi-Considering the nature of the job that necessitates that all quasi-Considering the nature of the job that necessitates that all quasi-Considering the nature of the job that necessitates that all quasi-
judicial ofjudicial ofjudicial ofjudicial ofjudicial offfffficericericericericers maintain a distance frs maintain a distance frs maintain a distance frs maintain a distance frs maintain a distance from all litigom all litigom all litigom all litigom all litigants and laants and laants and laants and laants and lawywywywywyererererersssss,,,,,
while trwhile trwhile trwhile trwhile traaaaavvvvveling to and freling to and freling to and freling to and freling to and fro fro fro fro fro from wom wom wom wom wororororork, fk, fk, fk, fk, for safor safor safor safor safety and other rety and other rety and other rety and other rety and other reasonseasonseasonseasonseasons,,,,,
a cona cona cona cona convvvvveeeeeyyyyyance allowance allowance allowance allowance allowance ofance ofance ofance ofance of  Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs. . . . . 3500/- is pr3500/- is pr3500/- is pr3500/- is pr3500/- is proposed. Toposed. Toposed. Toposed. Toposed. This prhis prhis prhis prhis propositionopositionopositionopositionoposition
has alrhas alrhas alrhas alrhas already been acceeady been acceeady been acceeady been acceeady been accepted bpted bpted bpted bpted by the Centry the Centry the Centry the Centry the Central Pal Pal Pal Pal Paaaaay Commission (seey Commission (seey Commission (seey Commission (seey Commission (see
para 6.24 to 6.29 ).para 6.24 to 6.29 ).para 6.24 to 6.29 ).para 6.24 to 6.29 ).para 6.24 to 6.29 ).

e) Transfer Relocation allowance

Considering the fConsidering the fConsidering the fConsidering the fConsidering the fact thaact thaact thaact thaact that a WBCTS oft a WBCTS oft a WBCTS oft a WBCTS oft a WBCTS offfffficer is tricer is tricer is tricer is tricer is transfansfansfansfansferererererrrrrred a ned a ned a ned a ned a numberumberumberumberumber
ofofofofof  times in his car times in his car times in his car times in his car times in his career and has to geer and has to geer and has to geer and has to geer and has to get settled in those places ofet settled in those places ofet settled in those places ofet settled in those places ofet settled in those places of
wwwwwororororork along with all the logistical suppork along with all the logistical suppork along with all the logistical suppork along with all the logistical suppork along with all the logistical support, he mt, he mt, he mt, he mt, he must be supporust be supporust be supporust be supporust be supportedtedtedtedted
bbbbby a Ty a Ty a Ty a Ty a Trrrrransfansfansfansfansfer Rer Rer Rer Rer Relocaelocaelocaelocaelocation allowtion allowtion allowtion allowtion allowance (see parance (see parance (see parance (see parance (see para 6.39 and 6.40)a 6.39 and 6.40)a 6.39 and 6.40)a 6.39 and 6.40)a 6.39 and 6.40)

f) Robe Allowance

TTTTThe job ofhe job ofhe job ofhe job ofhe job of  the De the De the De the De the Deparparparparpartmental Rtmental Rtmental Rtmental Rtmental Reeeeeprprprprpresentaesentaesentaesentaesentativtivtivtivtive and Stae and Stae and Stae and Stae and Statetetetete
RRRRReeeeeprprprprpresentaesentaesentaesentaesentativtivtivtivtive re re re re requirequirequirequirequires a ceres a ceres a ceres a ceres a certain drtain drtain drtain drtain dress codeess codeess codeess codeess code, inc, inc, inc, inc, including aluding aluding aluding aluding attirttirttirttirttireseseseses
thathathathathat art art art art are re re re re recommended becommended becommended becommended becommended by the coury the coury the coury the coury the court oft oft oft oft of  la la la la lawwwww. F. F. F. F. For maintaining theor maintaining theor maintaining theor maintaining theor maintaining the
standarstandarstandarstandarstandards ofds ofds ofds ofds of  a a a a attirttirttirttirttire a Re a Re a Re a Re a Robe Allowobe Allowobe Allowobe Allowobe Allowance ofance ofance ofance ofance of  Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs. 12000/- is pr. 12000/- is pr. 12000/- is pr. 12000/- is pr. 12000/- is proposedoposedoposedoposedoposed
(see para 6.41 and 6.42)(see para 6.41 and 6.42)(see para 6.41 and 6.42)(see para 6.41 and 6.42)(see para 6.41 and 6.42)
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g) Personal Telephone re-imbursement

In consonance with the GIn consonance with the GIn consonance with the GIn consonance with the GIn consonance with the G.O r.O r.O r.O r.O reeeeegggggarararararding the rding the rding the rding the rding the re-irnbe-irnbe-irnbe-irnbe-irnbururururursement ofsement ofsement ofsement ofsement of
teleteleteleteletelephone bills frphone bills frphone bills frphone bills frphone bills from the rom the rom the rom the rom the rank ofank ofank ofank ofank of  Dy Dy Dy Dy Dy. Secr. Secr. Secr. Secr. Secretary and aetary and aetary and aetary and aetary and abobobobobovvvvveeeee, the same, the same, the same, the same, the same
should be eshould be eshould be eshould be eshould be extended to the DCCTxtended to the DCCTxtended to the DCCTxtended to the DCCTxtended to the DCCTs and as and as and as and as and abobobobobovvvvve (see pare (see pare (see pare (see pare (see para 6.32).a 6.32).a 6.32).a 6.32).a 6.32).

h) Concurrent / Additional Charge Allowance

A WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS offfffficer often has to bear the additional ricer often has to bear the additional ricer often has to bear the additional ricer often has to bear the additional ricer often has to bear the additional responsibilityesponsibilityesponsibilityesponsibilityesponsibility
ofofofofof  a f a f a f a f a fellow ofellow ofellow ofellow ofellow offfffficer’icer’icer’icer’icer’s job fs job fs job fs job fs job for daor daor daor daor dayyyyys and monthss and monthss and monthss and monthss and months, when the la, when the la, when the la, when the la, when the later ister ister ister ister is
on leaon leaon leaon leaon leavvvvveeeee. T. T. T. T. This additional whis additional whis additional whis additional whis additional wororororork-load needs to be compensak-load needs to be compensak-load needs to be compensak-load needs to be compensak-load needs to be compensatedtedtedtedted
with additional pawith additional pawith additional pawith additional pawith additional pay in the fy in the fy in the fy in the fy in the form oform oform oform oform of  Concur Concur Concur Concur Concurrrrrrent/Additional Charent/Additional Charent/Additional Charent/Additional Charent/Additional Chargggggeeeee
AllowAllowAllowAllowAllowance (see parance (see parance (see parance (see parance (see para 6.34 and 6.35).a 6.34 and 6.35).a 6.34 and 6.35).a 6.34 and 6.35).a 6.34 and 6.35).

i) Allowance for Law books and Periodicals

A WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS offfffficer constantly needs to consult laicer constantly needs to consult laicer constantly needs to consult laicer constantly needs to consult laicer constantly needs to consult law hookw hookw hookw hookw hooks ands ands ands ands and
lalalalalaw journals fw journals fw journals fw journals fw journals for whicor whicor whicor whicor which an annh an annh an annh an annh an annual gual gual gual gual grrrrrant ofant ofant ofant ofant of  Rs Rs Rs Rs Rs.6000/- is pr.6000/- is pr.6000/- is pr.6000/- is pr.6000/- is proposedoposedoposedoposedoposed
(see para 6.39 and 6.40).(see para 6.39 and 6.40).(see para 6.39 and 6.40).(see para 6.39 and 6.40).(see para 6.39 and 6.40).

j) Training in Professional courses.

A WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS ofA WBCTS offfffficer should constantly upgicer should constantly upgicer should constantly upgicer should constantly upgicer should constantly upgrrrrrade his knowledgade his knowledgade his knowledgade his knowledgade his knowledge ofe ofe ofe ofe of
lalalalalaw and perw and perw and perw and perw and personnel manasonnel manasonnel manasonnel manasonnel managggggement to be in tune with the cement to be in tune with the cement to be in tune with the cement to be in tune with the cement to be in tune with the changinghanginghanginghanginghanging
trtrtrtrtrends ofends ofends ofends ofends of  r r r r reeeeevvvvvenenenenenue administrue administrue administrue administrue administraaaaation (see partion (see partion (see partion (see partion (see para 6.36 to 6.38).a 6.36 to 6.38).a 6.36 to 6.38).a 6.36 to 6.38).a 6.36 to 6.38).

âââââ Changes in existing allowances

a) Increase in House Rent allowance from 15% to 30% without
any upper limit (see para 6.16 to 6.19).

b) Disbursement of  Dearness Allowance at par with the
recommendations of 6th Central Pay Commission (see 6.0 to 6.30).

c) Introduction of cashless Insurance scheme covering life, health and
accident benefits instead of Medical Allowance (see para 6,22).

d) Extension of  Leave Travel Concession and Home Travel
Concession to once in a year (see para 6,20).

e) A personal BSNL landline telephone bill reimbursement of  Rs.
600/- every two months should be extended to the officers of
WBCTS from the rank of  DCCT onwards (see para 6.32).

âââââ Retirement age should be extended to 62 years (see para 7.0)

âââââ Interest rate on Provident Fund should be hiked to at least 10% (see

para 7.2)

âââââ Full pension eligibility should be brought down to 30 years of service

instead of  33 years (see para 7.3).

âââââ Leave Encashment limit should be extended from the present 300

days to 500 days (see para 7.4).

âââââ The upper limit of  Gratuity should be scrapped, (see para 7.5).

THE CHANGING FACE OF LIFE   AFTER  RETIREMENT

Susanta KSusanta KSusanta KSusanta KSusanta Kumar Bisumar Bisumar Bisumar Bisumar Biswwwwwasasasasas

Truth may be stranger than fiction, but advertisements are not. They
are fiction, but in fact a notch higher than truth. If  that is so, then take note
of a host of  active and self-confident elderly characters, playing important
roles in advertisements of  wall clocks, medicines, clothings and even
diamonds. It wouldn’t perhaps be an overstatement to say that these
advertisements, rather silently, portray the changing face of  the post-
retirement life of Indians.

Only 25 to 30 years ago a well-placed salaried person , at the end of
his service life, would have preferred to move over to an idyllic semi-rural
setting, trying to come to terms with the self-imposed reclusiveness. He
would then gladly devote himself  to time consuming preoccupations like
gardening, reading, meditating or simply gossiping. And for all the young
ones in the family, he would be the ‘grouchy old fela’, who kept a hawkish
eye on any moral misdemeanours. This scenario has altered beyond
recognition. Today, he continues to be very much a part of  active family
life. And in order to retain his position of  prominence as before, he is
promptly getting re-employed, instead of  entirely depending on a paltry
pension, and giving all necessary attention to health.

That, post-retirement do-nothing is a distant nightmare is aptly
exemplified by the change in the attitude of younger age-group people vis-
a-vis their elderly and retired family members. Hyperactive elderly or aged
people are rapidly becoming easily identifiable characters in Indian
Middleclass society; so much so, that they are found to be widely sought
after models for market-stimulation. This is literally personified by the come
back of Amitabh Bacchanas the tallest and most sought-after brand identity.

So, how did all this happen ?  Acquaintance with western life-styles
was certainly an eye-opener. Western movies, western journals, and last
but not the least, western paperback fictions giving a kaleidoscopic view,
showed us how life can still be full of  vigour even after  retirement. But
then there were other reasons too. The sheer economics had much to do
in this change. The fact that the post-independence urban populace did
not have large landed property to fall back upon, and the rising
unemployment keeping many of their adult offspring away from jobs, made
many retired  people  to  remain on the job-hunt only to maintain the  same
living standard of  their families. Hence many senior citizens despite being
disinclined to work, after retirement, actually went on to work. And if  some
did out of  compulsion, many others did by choice.
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Apart from this financial compulsion , change in the life-expectancy

also played a major role. The fact that the average life-span of  an urban

middleclass Indian went up from approximately 50 years in 1951-1961 to

70 years in 1991-2001, also made these people psychologically much

younger. While a 55year old person in 1951-1961 thought that he had

outlived himself  long ago, his counterpart in 1991-2001 thinks that he has

fifteen more years of  his life to be enjoyed. And of  course there were the

improved medicines that increased their vitality and immense lust for life.

So. What then are the tangible gains from this transformation? Yes.

there has been an optimum utilization of  available human resources which

can make any nation proud of. But in a surplus-labour economy like ours it

also implies that a potential job-hunter would be kept waiting in the wings

which means an under-utilization of available, perhaps a qualitatively better

human resource. And in any scale of  comparison this is a loss. To put it

rather bluntly, we are now confronted with a situation where we have an

energetic horde of twenty-plus, educated , white-collar job-seekers, whose

potential have to be wasted in order to accommodate a re-energized sixty-

plus white-collar work-force . And there lies the paradox.

If this threatens to haunt us till that time when India becomes a job-

surplus economy, there is another closely related paradox. The effort versus

output ratio is certain to take a nosedive in such an eventuality, because

as we know. human productivity drops sharply after the age of  sixty And

any country having a predominantly over-age work-force would sooner or

later show it’s negative impact on the nations economy. On the flip side

there might appear a very strong improvement in material standards of

middle and upper-middle classes, in the sense that many of them can now

boast of  a greater surplus family income. But then the resultant rise in

consumption pattern instead of  being permanent may change frequently.

In other words the usual corollary of  a general expansion of  market

succeeding a growth in surplus income will not hold good in this case.

If  economically there weren’t much to be mentioned, this phenomenon

does seem to have a telling effect on our culture and age-old traditions.

Thirty years ago kids had a great time listening to stories in their

grandfathers or grandmother’s lap. With changing times they are however

not as lucky as before. Earlier grandparents used to be our childhood

playmates. Today’s children would consider themselves privileged if  they

are able to enjoy the company of  their grandparents. Many of  us were

even lucky enough to have been tutored by our grandparents during our

school days which is certainly a distant memory today. Transferable jobs

and cellular families did lighten the key position of  these elderly members

but it has been made a stronger reality by their changed working status.

It is true that social configurations revise themselves positively. With

changing times people’s desire to work is certainly a positive change. Yet.

certain indelible impressions associated with post-retirement life continue

to haunt middle-class memories. Despite the compulsions of materialism,

the dominant influences of western values, financial insecurities, and rising

personal ambitions, have still not succeeded in removing them completely.

It is needless to say that this uneven admixture has generated greater

confusion among the retired urban middle-class. Changing social mores

and emphatic spiritualism, which grew up as a sort of  self-structured

combat mechanism, has started showing up loudly in the recent times.

Quick sprouting of  yoga schools and meditation centres have become the

order of  the day and the number of  old-age stress-management cases

reported at these centers are showing a quick rise. Even orthopaedic,

pulmonary and other physiological complications, as reported by doctors

in respective streams are also on the rise. Not that old-age was ever free

from these maladies; they were always there; not that mental drudgery

was unknown to old-age; they were present too; only they have shown

clear symptoms of  rising alarmingly. But for individuals like us the real

reason for lamenting are not medical alarm-bells. It is more of a nostalgia;

a mild feeling of  pain, in loosing, for ever, some magnificent moments,

some memorable images which would never recur for the kids of  future

generations.

A swiftly moving gray-haired man with razor-sharp instincts may fit

the celluloid image of  a modem nation, but for the so-called Orientalists

like us the images of post-retirement are a sweet combination of rumination,

leisure, and lots of love for the posterity. Only time may prove which one of

these two will last. Till then life after retirement remains at an unenviable

cross-road.

ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008 3131313131 ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  ßÂÉ±òöÂ±ü  u  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõ  ÕË"±õõþ -þ -þ -þ -þ - ¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 2008¿ëÂËü¥¤õþ 20083232323232



ÛßÂ ÕòhÂ, ¦šõÏõþ ßÂîÔÂÂó•

¿õáîÂ ðÅ¿éÂ CANVAS-Û ¿Ã›¶ûþ üðüÉ ¿ò}Âûþý× ù•ÂÉ ßÂËõþËåò Îû, Scale ò¥¤õþ 19 Ý
21 ¿òËûþ üõþßÂ±Ëõþõþ Õ±™LÃÐü±¿öÇÂü Æõø¸Ë÷Éõþ Õ±÷õþ± îÂÏõè ¿õËõþ±¿ñîÂ± ßÂËõþ ÛËü¿å ÛõÑ S•÷±áîÂ
Õ±÷±Ëðõþ ¿õËõþ±ñËßÂ Ã›¶¿îÂËõðËòõþ ÷±ñÉË÷ õÉM• ßÂËõþ¿å ¼  Û õÉ±Âó±Ëõþ Õ±÷õþ± Special Secretary

(Revenue) À ¿ü. Û÷. õ±ËäÂ±ûþ±È Ý Special Secretary (Finance) À ¿ðÂó±‚Âõþ
õËjÉ±Âó±ñÉ±Ëûþõþ üË/ ðÏâÇ Õ±Ëù±äÂò±ûþÝ õ¿ü ¼  Îüý× üË/ State Convention of  Service-
Ûõþ Âó•Â ÎïËßÂÝ ÕïÇ÷LaÏõþ ßÂ±Ëå ü±•Â±È ßÂËõþ Ûý× Æõø¸÷É ðÓõþ ßÂõþ±õþ æòÉ Îæ±õþ±Ëù± Õ±Ëõðò
ßÂõþ± ýûþ ¼  Îú±ò± ÎáËå Îû üõþßÂ±õþ Û õÉ±Âó±Ëõþ ¿ßÂåÅ ý×¿îÂõ±äÂßÂ ÂóðË•ÂÂó ¿òËîÂ äÂËùËåò ÛõÑ
üyÂõîÂÐ Îüý× ÂóðË•ÂÂó&¿ù ÎõîÂò ßÂ¿÷úËòõþ ¿õþËÂó±éÇÂ Ã›¶ßÂ±ú ßÂõþ±õþ Õ±Ëáý× ßÂ±ûÇßÂõþÏ ýËîÂ
äÂËùËå ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ Õ±÷±Ëðõþ ÂóÓËõTÇõþ ¿ù¿àîÂ Õ±Ëõðò&¿ùõþ Õ±æÝ ÎßÂ±òÝ æõ±õ ò± Âó±Ýûþ±ûþ
ÛõÑ Û õÉ±Âó±Ë] ßÂîÔÂÂóË•Âõþ ü¥óÓíÇ ¿òõþõîÂ±õþ Ã›¶¿îÂõ±ð¦¤õþ+Âó áîÂ 18ý× òËöÂ¥¤õþ Õ±÷õþ± ÕïÇ÷LaÏËßÂ
Û õÉ±Âó±Ëõþ ÛßÂ¿éÂ reminder letter Âó±êÂ±ý× •Âó¿õþ¿ú©†-1— ÛõÑ ¿Ã›¶ûþ üðüÉËðõþ æ±ò±ý× Îû Ûý×
îÔÂîÂÏûþ ¿äÂ¿êÂõþÝ ëÂ×MËõþõþ ÕËÂó•Â±û ò± ÎïËßÂ Õ±÷õþ± Õ±á±÷Ï ¿ðËò Æõø¸÷É ðÓõþÏßÂõþËíõþ ð±¿õËîÂ
õÔýMõþ Õ±Ëj±ùËò ò±÷±õþ æòÉ Ã›¶dîÂ ýõ ¼

TTTTTooooo

DrDrDrDrDr. Asim K. Asim K. Asim K. Asim K. Asim Kumar Dasguptaumar Dasguptaumar Dasguptaumar Dasguptaumar Dasgupta

M.I.CM.I.CM.I.CM.I.CM.I.C. F. F. F. F. Financeinanceinanceinanceinance,,,,,

WWWWWriterriterriterriterriters Buildingss Buildingss Buildingss Buildingss Buildings, K, K, K, K, Kolkolkolkolkolkaaaaata - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001

( T( T( T( T( Thrhrhrhrhrough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )

SirSirSirSirSir,,,,,

Sub: IncrSub: IncrSub: IncrSub: IncrSub: Increase in the nease in the nease in the nease in the nease in the number ofumber ofumber ofumber ofumber of  posts in scale no posts in scale no posts in scale no posts in scale no posts in scale no. 19 & 21. 19 & 21. 19 & 21. 19 & 21. 19 & 21

Kindly recall our letter dated 21.07,08 and the addendum on the same

subject on 14.08.08. Our sincere expectations were that the State

Government would appreciate the seriousness and urgency of  the matter

and respond adequately. We reiterate once more that our request for

increase in the number of  posts in both the above-mentioned scales are

needed for resolving the acute inter-services disparity as-well-as for

addressing the much-required senior, specialised manpower shortage

which has long standing revenue implications.

Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–1

It may also be recalled that time and again we have stressed the
need for such skilled and experienced manpower for effective fiscal
management under the WBVAT regime and more so under the approaching
GST, We are extremely pained to see the State Governments’ apathy in
addressing both the issues.

We therefore request for your early response on the above-captioned
subject, attaching the importance it deserves. As stated earlier, we are
always ready for an across the table discussion on the subject.

Awaiting an early response

Yours truly

Mousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi Chattarttarttarttarttaraj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhury

Secretary, CTDOA
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ðÓõþöÂ±Ëø¸õþ ðÅõþ¿öÂügÂÏ

üõþßÂ±õþÏ Õ±Ëðúò±÷± 7522 Îõõþ ýÝûþ±õþ Âóõþ Ã›¶±ûþ ðÅ÷±ü ÎßÂËéÂ ÎáËå ¼  Ã›¶ï÷ ÕòÅü/
¿éÂ Deputy Secretary Ý Joint Secretary ÎïËßÂ Deputy Director Ý Joint

Director-Û ðÓõþöÂ±Ëø¸õþ àõþËäÂõþ ü±ý±ûÉ Âó¿õþõ¿ñÇîÂ ßÂËõþËå ¼  ¿ßÂcÃ õþ±ËæÉõþ ÕòÉîÂ÷ õÔýÈ
ðlõþ ¿õS•ûþßÂËõþ Îû ü÷Ëá±SÏûþ Âóð±¿ñßÂ±õþÏõþ ò±÷ Deputy Commissioner Ý Joint

Commissioner îÂ± Îõ±ñýûþ ÕïÇ ðlõþ öÅÂËùý× ÎáËå ¼  Û ¿õø¸ûþ îÂ±ý× Õ±÷±Ëðõþ Âó±êÂ±Ëò±
reminder letter •Âó¿õþ¿ú©†-2—-¿éÂ Ûà±Ëò Ã›¶ßÂ±ú ßÂõþ± ýù ¼  Õ±ú± õþ±¿à Îû ÕïÇðlõþ
îÂ±Ëðõþ öÅÂù qñËõþ Õ±õþÝ ÛßÂ¿éÂ Ãaddendum ›¶ßÂ±ú ßÂËõþ Deputy Commissioner Ý
Joint Commissioner-Îðõþ Ûý× q¿õñ±õþ Õ±ÝîÂ±öÅÂM• ßÂËõþ ÎòËõò ¼  îÂ± ò± ýËù õÅËçÂ
¿òËîÂ ýËõ Û ýù ðÓõþöÂ±Ëø¸õþ ðÅõþ¿öÂügÂÏ¼

TTTTTooooo

TTTTThe Principal Secrhe Principal Secrhe Principal Secrhe Principal Secrhe Principal Secretaryetaryetaryetaryetary,,,,,

FFFFFinance (Rinance (Rinance (Rinance (Rinance (Reeeeevvvvvenenenenenue),ue),ue),ue),ue),

WWWWWriterriterriterriterriters Buildingss Buildingss Buildingss Buildingss Buildings, K, K, K, K, Kolkolkolkolkolkaaaaata - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001ta - 700 001

(T(T(T(T(Thrhrhrhrhrough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )ough CCT/WB )

SirSirSirSirSir,,,,,

Sub : RSub : RSub : RSub : RSub : Reimbeimbeimbeimbeimbururururursement ofsement ofsement ofsement ofsement of  cost of cost of cost of cost of cost of  tele tele tele tele telephone billsphone billsphone billsphone billsphone bills

In response to the G.O no, 7522 dated 26.09,08, sanctioning

reimbursement of  personal telephone bills, first, selectively to officers

above the rank of  Deputy Secretaries of  the Directorate of  Finance, and

then to the officers of  the Food and Supplies Department, I am to draw

your kind attention that there exist no such posts of  Deputy Secretary or

Deputy Director under The Directorate of  Commercial Taxes. Instead, the

equivalent posts under the Directorate of  Sales Tax are Deputy

Commissioner, Joint Commissioner, Senior Joint Commissioner, Additional

Commissioner and Special Commissioner.

Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–2Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–2Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–2Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–2Âó¿õþ¿ú©†–2

Since this G.O has become operational for the holders of  Scale no.
18, 19, and 21 under the Directorate of  Finance and under the Food &
Supplies Department, from 26.09.08 itself, it means that similar scale
holders in this Directorate are suffering financial losses straightaway.

Considering this aspect of  financial loss of  the officers of  WBCTS
and the highly discriminatory implications among the various constituted
state services, we request you to kindly make necessary amendments at
the earliest.

Thanking you

Yours sincerely

Mousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi ChaMousumi Chattarttarttarttarttaraj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhuryaj Choudhury

Secretary, CTDOA
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Present :

The Hon’ble : Mr. Pradipta Ray, Chairman

The Hon’ble : Mr. Deb Kumar Chakraborti, Technical Member
and

The Hon’ble : Mr. Saikh Abdul Motaleb, Judicial Member

Case No. RN-488/200IRN-488/200IRN-488/200IRN-488/200IRN-488/200I

World Wide Commodities Trading Ltd. & Another
-vs.-

ACCT, Radha Bazar Circle & 3 Others

For Applicant (s) : Mr. G.C. Mookerji, Advocate

Mr. P. Dudhoria, Advocate

For Respondent (s) : Mr. T.N. Banerjee, State Representative

Heard on : 07.06.2007

Judgement on : 27.03.2008

Hon’bHon’bHon’bHon’bHon’ble Justice Prle Justice Prle Justice Prle Justice Prle Justice Pradipta Radipta Radipta Radipta Radipta Raaaaayyyyy, Chairman, Chairman, Chairman, Chairman, Chairman — In this application the
petitioners have challenged the legality of  the assessment order dated
November 9, 2001 in case no. 24 (A/99-2000) for four quarters ending on
March 31, 1999 passed by the Assistant Commissioner of  Commercial
Taxes, Radhabazar Charge.

2. The petitioner no. 1, a limited company, was engaged in trading and
importing various commodities like sugar, palm oil etc. from countries
outside India. Assessment of  petitioner’s tax liability during the year
1998-1999 was taken up for hearing. None on behalf of  the petitioner
appeared before the Assessing Officer on the date of  hearing. The
Assessing Officer by his order dated November 30, 1999 disposed
of the assessment proceeding assessing petitioner’s tax liability along
with interest and penalty payable on the assessed amount of tax. Tax
was levied @ 4% on the sugar imported by the petitioners from other
countries. On the basis of  the assessment order demand notice in
Form no. 30 was served on the petitioner company directing it to pay
a sum of  Rs. 3,28,64,331/- (Rupees three crores twenty eight lakhs
sixty four thousand three hundred thirty one only) on or before
February 15, 2000. Against the aforesaid assessment order the
petitioner preferred an appeal before the appellate authority. In the
mean time on September 29, 2000 a Division Bench of the Calcutta
High Court delivered its judgment in Prime Impex Ltd. and Another

vs.   Assistant Commissioner of  Commercial Taxes and Others and
other similar cases [(2002) 127 STC 23]. In the said judgment the
Calcutta High Court accepted the view of  West Bengal Taxation
Tribunal that sugar is a goods of  special importance declared by
section 14 of  the Centra] Sales Tax Act, 1956 and rate of  tax thereon
would not be more than 4%.   Calcutta High Court further held that
the State Government had no power or authority to fix rate of  tax
retrospectively and as such there was no rate of  tax prescribed by
the State Government on sales of  imported sugar covered by serial
no. 70A of  schedule IV before April 1, 1999. Aforesaid judgment of
the High Court was placed before the appellate authority at the time
of hearing of  the appeal. The appellate authority by order dated July
16, 2001 set aside the assessment orders for the years 1997-1998
and 1998-1999, remanded the assessment proceedings to the
assessing authority, directed the assessing authority to take into
consideration the judgment of  the High Court at the time of  re-
assessment, to examine the books of accounts of  the dealer seized
by the Central Section in order to determine the taxable sale of  the
petitioner and to make fresh assessment. After such remand the
assessing authority re-heard the assessment case and by his order
dated November 9, 2001 disposed of  the assessment proceedings
taking into consideration the amendment of  the West Bengal Sales
Tax Act, 1994 effected by the West Bengal Finance Act 2001 with
retrospective effect from May 1, 1995. Being aggrieved the petitioner
has moved this Tribunal with the present application.

3. At the time of  hearing of  this application Mr. Dudhoria, Id. Advocate
adopted the arguments advanced by Mr. Bajoria, Id. Senior Advocate-
in RN-536/2003 (Sri Haroon M. Adam vs. Assistant Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes, South Circle & 4 Others). Although the questions
involved in the present application are almost similar to those raised
in RN-536/2003 there are two vital differences. First, the present
petitioner did not challenge impositign of sales tax on imported sugar
and the relevant amendments of  the 3994 Act for such purpose in
any Court of law. Second, the appellate order passed by the appellate
authority in the petitioners appeal was also not similar to the appellate
order passed in the appeal of the petitioners in RN-536/2003.

4. Thus there was/is no judgment or decision of  a competent court of
law finally determining the rights and liabilities of  the present
petitioners. They wanted to derive  the benefit  of the judgment of the
Calcutta  High  Court delivered   in   writ applications filed by some
other importers. In the present case we are to consider the effect of
the amendment of section 18 of the 1994 Act with retrospective effect
from May 1, 1995 in absence of  any inter party binding judgment.
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5. State of  West Bengal was not initially treating sugar imported from
other countries as ‘declared goods’ under the CST Act and levied
12% tax on imported sugar on the basis of  residuary item at serial
no. 8 of Schedule-IX of  the West Bengal Sales Tax Act, 1994. “Sugar
manufactured or made in India” was included at Serial no. 79 of
Schedule-I of  the 1994 Act as tax free goods by an amendment
effective from May 1, 1995.  Goods, sales of  which were taxable at
the rate of  4%, were included in Schedule-VII to 1994 Act.

6. Several other importers of  sugar from abroad moved this Tribunal in
R.N.309 of  1998 challenging levy of  sales tax on imported sugar at
the rate of  12% and alleging discrimination between sugar
manufactured in India and sugar imported from outside the country.
Petitioners therein contended, inter-alia, that indigenous sugar having
been made tax free, it would be discriminatory to treat imported sugar
differently and levy sales tax on sales of imported sugar. Several other
grounds were also urged to question the State’s power to levy tax on
imported sugar.

7. State of  West Bengal and authorities of  the Sales Tax Directorate
contested the case. According to the State imported sugar was a
declared goods under section-14 (viii) of  the CST Act, 1956 but
section-14 did not prohibit levy of  sales tax thereon by the States at
rates prescribed by the States. Referring to entry no. 8 of  schedule-
IX the State of  West Bengal contended that it was competent to levy
sales tax on imported sugar at the rate of  12%.

8. During pendency of R.N.309 of 1998 in this Tribunal the State legislature
by West Bengal. Finance Act, 1999 (W.B.ACT UI of 1999) published in
the Calcutta Gazette on March 31, 1999 inserted new serial no. 70A in
schedule no. IV with retrospective effect from May 1, 1995 (date of
commencement of  1994 Act), new serial no. 137 in schedule-IV and
omitted description of  goods in column no.2 against serial no.1 of
schcdule-VII.

Newly inserted entries in serial no. 70A and in serial no. 137 of
schedule-IV were :–

Scheduie-lV

“7QA – Sugar other than sugar manufactured or made in India its
specified against serial no. 79 of  schedule-I.”

“137. – Goods referred to in section-14 of the Central Sales Tax Act,
1956 (74 of  1956) excluding those specified in this schedule or in
any other schedule.”

9. By its judgment dated October 8, 1999, reported in (2001) 121 STC 134,
this Tribunal dismissed the application being R.N.309 of  1998.

Conclusions reached by the Tribunal in its judgment may be
summarised thus :–

a) Imported sugar or sugar not manufactured or made in India is a
goods of  special importance and covered by section-14(viii) of
the CST Act, 1956. (para no. 20 of  the judgment.)

b) Prior to  amendment  of   1999   imported  sugar  was  covered
by  Entry  no. 1 of  Schedule-VII and sales thereof  was taxable
at the rate of  4% only and at a single stage. Consequently,
imported sugar was not covered by serial no. 8 of  schedule IX.
(para no.22 of  the judgment.)

c) After amendment of  1999, imported sugar was not tax free but
was exigible to sales tax at 4 p.c. on first sales in West Bengal,
(para no. 24 of the judgment)

d) Amendment of  1999 merely shifted imported sugar from
schedule-VIl to schedule-IV but did not affect or alter the
character of  such sugar as declared goods under section-14
(VIII) of  CST Act, 1956 and did not change the rate of  tax as
single point levy, (para no. 25 of  the judgment)

e) Impugned amendments and levy of tax at the rate of 4% as single
point of  levy was constitutionally valid.

10. Section-18 of  the 1994 Act empowered the State Government to fix
rates of tax by notification on sale of  goods specified in schedule-IV
not exceeding 30 p.c. of taxable turnover of sales. Originally power to
fix rate of  tax retrospectively was not conferred on the State
Government.

11. By amendment of  1999 imported sugar was shifted from schedule-
VII to schedule-IV (serial no. 70A) with effect from May 1, 1995.
Goods referred to in section 14 of  the C.S.T. Act excluding those
specifically specified in schedule-IV or any other schedule were
included in serial no. 137 of scheduic-IV with effect from April 1. 1999.
However, the legislature did not fix any rate of  tax on imported sugar
covered by serial no.70A of  schedule-IV. The State Government in
exercise of the power derived from section-18 of the 1994 Act issued
Notification No. 946-F.T. dated April 1, 1999 fixing rate of  tax at 4 %
on the goods covered by serial no. 70A with retrospective effect from
May 1, 1995. On the date of  the aforesaid Notification i.e. April 1,
1999 section-18 of  the 1994 Act did not empower the Suite
Government to fix rale of tax retrospectively.

12. Against the judgment of  the Tribunal aggrieved importers of  sugar
moved the Division Bench of  the Calcutta High Court under Article-
226/227 of  the Constitution being W.P.T.T. no. 435 of 2000 and other
similar cases. The State Government also moved the Calcutta High
Court against findings of  the Tribunal against its contentions.
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13. By judgment and order dated September 29, 2000, reported in (2002)
127 STC 23 the Hon’ble Division Bench of  the Calcutta High Court
upheld and confirmed all the findings of  the Tribunal.  The High Court,
however, allowed the writ applications of  the petitioners – importers
by accepting the contention that the Stale Government had no power
or authority to fix rate of tax retrospectively and there was no rate of
tax for imported sugar covered by serial no.  70A of schedule-IV prior
to  April 1,   1999. According to the High Court as no rate of  tax was
fixed prior to April 1, 1999 no sales tax was payable on imported
sugar under serial no. 70A of  schedule- IV up to March 31, 1999.

14. The State of  West Bengal moved the Supreme Court against the
aforesaid judgment of  the High Court but its Special Leave Petition
was dismissed.

15. By West Bengal Finance Act, 2001 (W.B.Act no. XVI of  2001) the
State Legislature amended Section-18 of the 1-994 Act with
retrospective effect from May 1, 1995 conferring on the State
Government power to fix rate of  tax with prospective or retrospective
effect.  By the said Act of  2001, serial no. 70A in schedule-IV was
omitted with retrospective effect from May 1, 1995.

16. It is significant that no validating provision was incorporated to
obliterate the effect of  the judgment of  the High Court.  Thus the
judgment of  the Division Bench of  the High Court which reached
finality after dismissal of  the Special Leave Petition in the Supreme
Court and continued to remain operative among the parties therein.

17. Pursuant to amendment of  the 1994 Act by West Bengal Finance
Act,’ 2001 Trade Circular no. 1 of  2001 dated August 1, 2001 was
issued. Paragraph-11 of the ‘ said trade circular clarified that rate of
tax on imported sugar would be at 4 % under section-17(1)(f) of  the
1994 Act on the goods covered by serial no. I of  schedule-VII or the
period from May 1, 1995 to March 31, 1999 and at the same rale of  4
% for the future period from April 1, 1999 under section-17(1 )(c) of
the 1994 Act on the goods covered by serial no. 137 of  schedule-IV.

18. We have delivered our judgment in Haroon M, Adam vs. ACCT, South
Circle and Others on March 7, 2008 and have held therein that
retrospective aniendmem without any validating provision can not take
away the effect of a concluded judgment by a competent court of  law
on the parties in the concerned proceeding. The petitioners in the
present case did not move any court of  Jaw and did not have any
judgment in their favour in any proceeding initiated by them or in
which they were parties.

19. It is now well settled that the Legislature is competent and has
authority to make retrospective amendments to remove the basis of
any judgment striking down any provision of law or any administrative
or quasi-judicial order but the Legislature cannot directly overrule or
set aside any judgment or order of  a competent court of law. We have
considered the legal position in our judgment in Sri Haroon M. Adam
and expressed our considered views.

20. Undisputediy Amendment of 2001 amending section 18 of the 1994
Act with retrospective effect from May 1, 1995, did not contain any
validating provision enforcing the retrospective part of the amendment
irrespective of  any judgment or decree or order of  any Court of law.
In our view absence of  a validating provision does not help those
who do not have any binding judgment in their favour in any proceeding
in which they were parties.  All post-amendment decisions will have
to take info consideration the effect of  the retrospective amendment
unless a dispute was finally and conclusively decided before such
amendment. It has been explained by the Supreme Court in Polaki
Motors vs. State of  Orissa (1993) 88 STC 259.

“Thus the effect of  retrospectively amending the provisions
would, for all legal purposes be that amended provisions shall
be deemed to have been included in the original Act from April 1,
1979 and all consequences and incidences which if this amended
provision had been there since April 1, 1979 has to be carried
to its logical conclusion.”

21. Only limitation to such power and legal consequence is that a
retrospective amendment without any validating clause, cannot
obliterate and/or destroy effect of a concluded binding judgment upon
the parties therein.

22. In the present case there was no judgment or order of  any court of
law in any proceeding initiated by the petitioner. Petitioner preferred
appeal against the assessment order. The Appellate Authority followed
the judgment of the High Court in Prime Impex (Supra), and remanded
the assessrnent proceeding to the assessing authority with the
following order :–

“In view of the discussion made hereinabove all the assessment
orders for the two periods of assessment mentioned hereinabove
are remanded back to the Id. Assessing authority with a direction
to examine the books of  accounts of  the dealer seized by the
Central Section in order to determine the taxable sale of  the
petitioner and also to make assessment afresh.   The petitioner
is also directed, as agreed, to cooperate with the assessing
authority for the purpose of  scrutiny of  the books of  accounts
seized by the Central Section.”
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23. In Haroon M. Adam there was a direct decision in a proceeding
initiated by the concealed dealer declaring that no tax could be levied
on him prior to April 1, 1999. The Appellate Authority gave effect to a
binding inter-party judgment, set aside the assessment order and
directed to issue fresh order in the light of the said binding decision,
It was specifically recorded in the appellate order that “In W.P.T.T. no.
422 of  1999 the Hon’ble Calcutta High Court allowed applicant’s writ
petition.” The Assessing Authority was to follow the said decision and
to pass a revised order.

24. In the present case the authorities were following a decision of  the
High Court on a question of law on the principle of binding precedent,
Retrospective amendment of  section 18 of  the 1994 Act took away
the value/force of  the judgment as a precedent and the authorities
were to apply the law as it stood on the date of  re-determination.
Binding force of  a judgment on the parties in the proceeding and the
force of  a judgment as a binding precedent is not the same thing.
Precedent value of  a judgment may be lost because of  subsequent
retrospective amendment or subsequent pronouncement by
competent court but effect of an inter-party judgment on the concerned
parties can not be avoided except by an appropriate judicial order in
connection with the same proceeding or by retrospective amendment
of  the provision of  law along with the necessary validating clause.

25. Thus,  the petitioner herein, can not claim legally that the retrospective
amendment is not applicable because of  the judgment of  the High
Court in Prince Apex (Supra). Our decision in Haroon M. Adam
delivered  today, does not support the petitioner’s case.

26. For the reasons aforesaid, we do not find any illegality or infirmity in
the impugned assessment order requiring our interference.

27. Application is thus dismissed.

28. No order as to costs.

Sd/-
PrPrPrPrPradipta Radipta Radipta Radipta Radipta Raaaaayyyyy

Chairman

I agree.

Sd/-
DeDeDeDeDeb Kb Kb Kb Kb Kumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakraaaaaborborborborbortititititi

Technical Member

I agree.

Sd/-
Saikh Abdul MotaledSaikh Abdul MotaledSaikh Abdul MotaledSaikh Abdul MotaledSaikh Abdul Motaled

Judicial Member

From No. TT/G-1
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Present :

The Honourable : Mr. Saikh Abdul Motaleb, Judicial Member.

The Honorable : Mr. Deb Kumar Chakraborti, Technical Member,

and

The Honourable :

Case No. RN-260 & RN-261 of  2006

M/sM/sM/sM/sM/s. J. J. J. J. J. S. S. S. S. S. V. V. V. V. Vyyyyyaaaaaper Pvt. Ltd.per Pvt. Ltd.per Pvt. Ltd.per Pvt. Ltd.per Pvt. Ltd.

–Vs.––Vs.––Vs.––Vs.––Vs.–

AAAAACSTCSTCSTCSTCST, Centr, Centr, Centr, Centr, Central Section & 2 Oral Section & 2 Oral Section & 2 Oral Section & 2 Oral Section & 2 Orsssss.....

For Applicant (s) : Mr. P. Dudhoria, Advocate,

For Respondent (s) : Mr. P. Mukherjee, State Representative.

Heard on : 14.02.2007

Judgment on : 07.6.2007

Hon’bHon’bHon’bHon’bHon’ble Mrle Mrle Mrle Mrle Mr. Saikh Abdul Motale. Saikh Abdul Motale. Saikh Abdul Motale. Saikh Abdul Motale. Saikh Abdul Motalebbbbb, Judicial Member :– In these, Judicial Member :– In these, Judicial Member :– In these, Judicial Member :– In these, Judicial Member :– In these
aaaaapplicapplicapplicapplicapplicationstionstionstionstions under section 8 of  the West Bengal Taxation Tribunal Act,
1987, the petitioner company, J.S. Vyaper Pvt. Ltd. has challenged the
re-assessment orders passed by the Assistant Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes, Raja Katra charge on 14.09.2005 in respect of  the
period from 27.11.1999 to 31.03.2000 and 4 QE 31.03.2001 and the notices
of demand issued thereafter and on the grounds stated therein.

2. TTTTThe undisputedhe undisputedhe undisputedhe undisputedhe undisputed facts on record are that the petitioner company filed
returns for the said assessment periods and also paid the admitted tax
thereon in time and the Assistant Commissioner of Commercial Taxes,
made the assessment on 09.06.2003 and sent demand notices on
23.06.2003. Alleging assumption of  the jurisdiction of  the Deputy
Commissioner of  Commercial Taxes, Central Section by the A.C.C.T,
the petitioner company moved before this Tribunal challenging the
authority of the concerned officer and the said orders of  assessment
and issuance of  the notices and by the order dated 22.09.2003 this
Tribunal  set aside the orders of assessment and notices of demand for
reassessment and for that the respondents had a fresh period of limitation
of 2 years tor passing the orders of assessment afresh, i.e. by 21.09.2005.

3. It is now theIt is now theIt is now theIt is now theIt is now the case of  the petitioner company that in August, 2006 it
received orders of  reassessment and notices of  demand from the
respondent No.1 Assistant Commissioner of  Sales Tax, Central
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Section and thereby was shocked and surprised to know that the
respondent No. 1 had passed the said orders of reassessment behind
the back of  the petitioner and without any notice of  hearing of  the
reassessment proceedings and thereby providing no opportunity to
the petitioner company of  being heard and, therefore, the orders of
reassessment and the notices of  demand are wholly illegal, arbitrary,
malafide and in fact had been so passed and issued beyond the period
of  limitation and hence these applications.

4. TTTTThe rhe rhe rhe rhe respondentsespondentsespondentsespondentsespondents are contesting the applications by filing affidavits-
in-opposition and thereby denying all the material allegations and
averments made against them and specifically contending inter alia
that after the order of this Tribunal dated 22.09.2003 the respondent
No.l issued notices fixing the dates of  hearing of  me rs-assessnient
cases and the office accordingly issued the notices for service upon
the petitioner by post and under office Memo.No. 2123 dated 02,08.2005
and thereafter under office Memo. No.351S dated 25-08.2005. It is the
categorical assertion of the respondents that the petitioner was duly
intimated regarding fixation of the date of hearing and the above notices
were also duly delivered to the petitioner company and the concerned
Post Office has also confirmed the delivery by its office Memo. No.
BO/CRO-2A/11/2006/1335-1336/COM-2 dtd. Kol.-0l the 21.11.2006
and hence the question of  denying opportunity of  being heard to the
petitioner does not and can not arise at all and, therefore, pressed for
dismissal of the applications with cost.

5. It will beIt will beIt will beIt will beIt will be worth mentioning here that the petitioner company has filed
affidavits-in-reply against the affidavits-in-opposition of  the
respondents and thereby has only denied the aforesaid statement of
service of  the notices as to the date of  hearing of  the reassessment
proceedings.

6. MrMrMrMrMr. P. P. P. P. P. Dudhoria,. Dudhoria,. Dudhoria,. Dudhoria,. Dudhoria, Ld. Advocate for the petitioner company emphatically
argued that the impugned reassessment orders dated 14.09.2005
and the issuance of  notices under form-30 dated 14.09.2005 are
wholly illegal and malafide orders on the part of the respondent No. 1
and mainly on the grounds :

1) that the orders have been passed behind the back of the petitioner
company and without service of  any notice of  hearing, 2) that from
the facts and circumstances on record it has been revealed that the
impugned orders of  reassessment were passed after the period of 2
years limitation and, therefore, after ceasing of  jurisdictional
competency of  the respondent No. l and 3) for fabrication and

manipulation of  documents, papers and files by the concerned
authorities and hence pressed for quashing the orders impugned. It
is also the submission of  the Ld. Advocate for the petitioner that it
would be evident from the envelop containing the reassessment
orders and the notices of  demand dt. 14.9.05 that those were
dispatched for service on 1st August, 2006 and thereby demanding
the payment of  the alleged reassessed dues on/or before 28.08.2006
and thereby giving the petitioner company less than one month time
for payment which is illegal, unnatural and indicative to the fact that
the impugned orders of  reassessment were passed long after the
purported date of  14.09.2005 and definitely after the expiry of  the
Limitation period on 22.09.2005 and hence the orders of  impugned
reassessment and the notices of  demand are invalid and liable to be
quashed. In support of  his contention the Ld. Advocate has cited and
relied on the decisions reported in 93. STC.406; 33.STA.169;
37.STA.214 & 127.STC.337.

7. In rIn rIn rIn rIn refuting theefuting theefuting theefuting theefuting the above contentions of the Ld. Advocate for the petitioner
it is argued by Mr. P. Mukherjee, Ld. SR., that the revenue has asserted
and conclusively proved by documents that by office Memo.No.2123
dated 02.08.2005 and 3518 dated 25.08.2005 the petitioner was duly
informed the fixed dates of hearing of the reassessment proceedings
and the service thereof  by Speed-post has also been confirmed by
the concerned G.P.O. authority by office Memo. No. mentioned in
affidavits-in-opposition and, therefore, there is no scope at all for the
petitioner to impugn the orders of reassessment and to challenge
the legality and validity of the demand notices on the grounds above
submitted by the Ld. Advocate for the petitioner and hence there is
no merit in the cases to succeed to any extent.

8. On cumOn cumOn cumOn cumOn cumulaulaulaulaulativtivtivtivtiveeeee consideration of  the respective contentions of  the
parlies and the submissions of the Ld. Advocate and the Ld. S.R. with
reference to the documents submitted by the respondents there is
and cannot be any doubt at all that the respondent No. l fixed the date
of hearing of the assessment proceedings on 17.08.05 and thereafter
again on 13.09.05 for re-assessment of , the return submitted by the
petitioner company and the notices thereof  were duly issued for
service by speed-post and those were delivered to the petitioner
company as per document submitted by the concerned authority of
the G.P.O. where the notices were put to post for service. There is no
iota of evidence on the part of the petitioner company to substantiate
that the impugned orders of  reassessment were not so passed on
14.09.2005 and/or it was actually passed on any other day after
21.09.2005, i.e. after expiry of the period of limitation as alleged. Mere
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denial of  service of  the aforesaid notices and/or mere assertion of
passing of the impugned orders on any ante date appear not sufficient
to disbelieve the speed-post document and the confirmed letter of
deliver.’ issued by appropriate G.P.O. authority. The mere fact of
issuance of the demand notice dated   14.09.2005   after a long gap
on 01.08.2006 and thereby giving the petitioner company a time of
less than one month for payment of  the reassessed tax alone cannot
reasonably be treated as sufficient to create any circumstances to
conclude that the orders of reassessment were actually passed after
the period of  limitation and to hold the orders impugned as barred by
law. However, as the revenue has failed to offer any reasonable
explanation and/or any explanation whatsoever as to why the
impugned notices dated 14.09.05 were so put into service upon the
petitioner company at an inordinate delay, i.e. on 01.08.06 and further
without giving the statutory period of  30 days for payment, the same
cannot be held legal and binding upon the petitioner to comply.

9. In the rIn the rIn the rIn the rIn the resultesultesultesultesult both the impugned reassessment orders of the aforesaid
cases though stand valid but the impugned demand notices dt.
14.09.05 served on August 06 stand invalid and not binding upon the
petitioner company to comply. However, in the interest of justice the
revenue is given an opportunity to serve such notices upon the
petitioner company as per law within 30 days from the date thereof.
Similarly the petitioner company is also given the opportunity to take
legal steps, if  any, against the reassessment orders within the
prescribed period from the date of  service of  such notice upon it.

10. Bothe the CaseBothe the CaseBothe the CaseBothe the CaseBothe the Case Nos. RN-260/2005 & 261/2005 thus stand disposed
of accordingly but in the facts and circumstances without any cost.

Sd/-
Saikh Abdul MotalebSaikh Abdul MotalebSaikh Abdul MotalebSaikh Abdul MotalebSaikh Abdul Motaleb

Judicial Member

I agree.

Sd/-
DeDeDeDeDeb Kb Kb Kb Kb Kumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakrumar Chakraaaaaborborborborbortititititi

Technical Member

Our neighbouring state of  Bihar is a phenomenon by itself. Whether
it is general misadministration, mismanaging of public finances, social dis-
criminations, or economic bankruptcy, Bihar always has an unique story
to tell. And it’s crowning glory lies in it’s caste-based medievalism.

A hapless friend from Bihar, was lamenting the other day for having
enrolled in a well-known Bihar university for his doctoral thesis. Right from
the day one Readers of  the university constantly went on discouraging
him, making him feel a bit disgusted. Unable to bear this nuisance, he
ultimately asked one of  them, “Sir, tell me, where am I wrong?”

The elderly Professor hesitantly quipped, “ The problem is that, you
are a Kurmi”.

– Yes. But what is the problem?

– You should have selected anything on Political Science or Phi-
losophy. History and Archeology actually belongs to the Yadavs.

Visibly shocked to know the caste-based sharing of education in Bihar,
our friend mumbled, “Goodness heavens! Sir, would you please tell me
the fate of the science subjects?”

The professor nonchalantly replied, “Physics and Chemistry belongs
to Bramhins. Botany and Zoology to Bhumihars, and the engineering fac-
ulty to the Rajputs,”

Needless to say that our friend decided to pack his bags and leave
the state as quickly as possible

TAILPIECE

Susanta KSusanta KSusanta KSusanta KSusanta Kumar Bisumar Bisumar Bisumar Bisumar Biswwwwwasasasasas
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